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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 

Golden Text for the Quarter; I come quickly: hold fast that 
which thou hast, that no one take thy crown.—Rev. 3: Ir 
July 5.—The Laborers in the Vineyard Matt. 20 : 1-16 
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July 12.—Greatness through Service. ...... Mark 10 ; 32-45 

3. July 19.—Blind Bartimaeus ........... Mark 10 : 46-52 

4. July 26.—The Pounds and the Talents... .. . Luke 19 : 11-27 

5. August 2.—The Triumphal Entry. ...... . Mark rr: 1-18 
6. August 9.—The Barren Fig Tree and the Defiled 

Temple (Temperance Lesson) . Mark «1 : 12*33 

7. August 16.—The Wicked Husbandmen. ..... Matt. 2t : 33-46 

8. August 23.—The Wedding Feast ..... Matt. 22: 1-14 


o August 30.—A Day of Questions 
10. September 6.—The Great Commandments ... . 
tr. September 13.—‘The Ten Virgins 
12. September 20.—The Judgment of the Nations . . 
13. September 27.—Review : Jesus the Judge of Men 
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Each week The Sunday School Times goes into every 
state and territory in the Union, every province in 
Canada, and forty-seven foreign countries. This is 
as it should -be, for the Sunday-school girdies the 
world. American commerce is reaching out after 
world fields'too. The great advertisers of our land 
are known in many other lands. Are you in touch 
with the advertisers who would. speak to you through 
this issue of The Sunday School Times? If what any 
of them says interests you especially will you not 
write a note and tell them so, perhaps asking for fur- 
ther information ?. You will thus help the advertiser, 
the Times, and yourself. 











Always Enough 


By Anne Porter Johnson 


N time of drouth the spring. will fail ; 
The cattle on the beaten trail, 
The birds perched on the dusty brink, 
Search vainly for the cooling drink. 
The grass is brown, the blooms are dead 
Along the little stream’s dry bed, 


Not so God’s Fountain! Drouth nor heat 
Can check its waters clear and sweet. 

For all the thirsty souls of earth 

It gushes forth—there is no dearth. 
Abundant, free, an endless flow, 

While countless ages onward go. 








Our 


‘Best Circumstances’ 
When things seem at their 
remember that God is at his best. 
but we can better appreciate his best in the midst of 


worst, it is time to 
He is always that ; 


the worst conditions. It has been said that ‘those 
are my best circumstances that best serve to try faith, 
check self-will, and help humility."" Have we learned 
to rejoice in such circumstances, and fairly to sing out 
in thanksgiving to a Saviour who can show us his 
power then as never otherwise? How much better it 
is that he fets us have circumstances that bring us his 


best, rather than that we should be limited to condi- 
tions that are easy and luxurious and free from all 


testing. As the world’s worst gave us God's best on 
Calvary,’ so may the worst that comes into our lives 
to-day show forth only God's best in us, 
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A Cure for Dulness 

Most of us ought to do a great deal more imagin- 
ing than we do. Time rightly spent with our imagi- 
nations is a wonderfully profitable investment. A 
widely known Sunday-school worker tells of being 
confronted, one week, with the duty of teaching a 
certain passage in Ephesians to a class of girls twelve 
or thirteen years old ; and the passage seemed to him 
hopelessly impossible for their interest. Then he 
began to use his imagination upon it, in the most 
deliberate, determined, and persistent way ; and be- 
fore he was through with his preparation the lesson 
had become, for those girls, one of the most success- 
ful he ever taught. For his imagination showed him 
what was really in that lesson, and had been there all 
the time ; but he could not see it until he used his 
‘*third eye."’. As he said later, in urging that we all 
use imagination more, ‘‘Imagination isn’t fancy : 
imagination: sees what is so, not what isn’t so.’’ 
Have we asked God to capitalize for us the unsounded 
depths of our own faculties ? 


am 
What Education Cannot Do 


If a little knowledge is a dangerous thing, a great 
deal of knowledge may be a great deal more danger- 
ous. As one of the speakers at the recent Interna- 
tional Sunday School Convention said, education that 
makes a boy smart without making him good may bea 
very questionable thing. And the epigram was quoted, 
‘¢ Your ignorant thief may rob a freight car, but your 
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educated thief will go and steal the whole railroad."’ 
The emptiness of mere education lies in the fact that 
filling the mind with knowledge, even the knowledge 
of what is right and wrong, never empowers the will 
to do the right and refrain from doing the wrong. 
That ability can come only in a supernatural way into 
our sin-wrecked lives : the power comes when Christ, 
received in his personal presence into the life as 
Saviour, is allowed to counteract our sinful nature 
and live out the life of God in us. Any one, at any 
time, may thus let Christ reign in the actual goodness 
of God within him ; while the acquiring of knowledge 
may be the long drawn out process of years. The 
Christ-filled man needs all the knowledge he can get, 
and he cannot have too much ; but Christless educa- 
tion can never bless us. 
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Songful Criticism 


To criticise a friend ought to be one of the happi- 
est of experiences, both for him and’ for ourselves, 
Strange to say, we often make it one of the most. uh- 
pleasant of experiences, For we are likely to get in- 
to a spirit of unlove and bitterness over some failure 
that we ought to help our friend away from,—and we 
seldom help any one when we are bitter and unloving. 
Here is God's better plan : ‘*Admonishing one an- 
other with psalms and hymns and spiritual - songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts unto God,’’ To 
admonish means literally to ‘‘ put in mind,’’ to bring 
to the attention that which is. being: overlooked. 
What a revolution it would make in our critical deal- 
ings with one another if our criticisms were always 
brimming over with a love that fairly sings aloud:! 
There would be little opportunity for antagonisms and 
estrangements after a singing session of admonition 
by God's recipe. And if we find, in any particular 
case, that we can not admonish in just that spirit, it 
will be pretty safe to do no admonishing, 
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When Good Men Stop Trying 


SYMPATHETIC and ceaseless observer of Chris- 
tian life and work was asked some years ago to 
speak before an important religious gathering, 

and in his address he asked what was the chief peril 
which beset the Christian worker. His judgment was 
that it was the peril of fainting. Men and women 
give out in the very ‘midst of the Christian life, and 
often there are no assignable causes for their defection. 
But somehow their interest has died, and they no 
longer seem capable of effort or to attach any value 
to it. And when we have tried to estimate what does 
the most harm in the world, we are apt to find that it 
is not direct and intended wickedness, but apathy. 
Against downright wickedness we can take a stand, 
and our very strokes against it seem to react in 
strength to ourselves. But apathy and unresponsive- 
ness seem to deaden and paralyze the very efforts that 
are directed against them. The most heroic measures 
of the soul are those in which it fights off and con- 
quers the dead weight of listlessness. 

Fainting comes on for the most part in the form of 
thinking that it is no longer of any use to contend or 
to make an effort. So many things have failed, so 
many fine endeavors have brought no result, that one 
is tempted not to try again. We do not realize the 
extent to which the finest natures and the finest tal- 
ents are again and again brought to a standstill and 
made to wonder whether any further effort is worth 
while, In a private interview which recently took 
place between two religious leaders whose very names 
stir our sluggish faith. whenever we hear them, both 
were feeling that everything had failed to take hold. 
The years of past effort could not be utilized again. 
And then as humbly as if they had never met with a 
success, after years of international fame, they agreed 





tegether to try again all over on a certain experiment 
in Christ's service. 

Dean Church once said that ‘‘ when good men stop 
trying, the world sinks back like lead.'’ And the 
word is one to sink into our memories and call us 
back from many a despair.. He knew to the full the 
experience of much labor and little result, but as long 
as life lasted he always planned some advance. The 
trouble with us often is that we think God demands 
success of us, when in reality no one can answer for 
success. All we can answer for is the effort. Failure: 
may be forgiven, but not trying puts us in a class for 
whom there can be little hope. Without knowing the 
result of the interview between the two leaders, their 
very attempt enheartens and emboldens. The spirit 
they showed is one that nerves and braces us and has 
in it all the best qualities of faith. It recalls the 
swift and cheery response of Mr. Moody, which, he, 

made at a conference at Yale when asked whether he 
would favor trying such and such a method, and he 
answered, ‘‘ Yes, by all means, “ry anything."’ 

We soon find out that our work in life is not to be 
all or mainly with strong souls who go through from 
start to finish on their original impulse, but with men 
and women who need to be rallied to their task again 
and again. The New Testament grandly and gra- 
ciously takes for its province to reinspire those who 
are tempted to give over trying. It asks no perfect 
specimens, but makes men perfect through prolonged 
patiences. It plies them-with motives in every form. 
‘« Ye were running well ; who hindered you?'*’ ‘God 
is not mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.’" ‘Consider him that endured such 


contradiction of sinners against himself, that ye wax 
‘* Let us not be 
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not weary, fainting in your souls, 
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weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap 


if we faint not.’’ Everywhere the apostles are exalt- 
ing endeavor, and, in a world which had far more 
reason to faint than we have in our day, are showing to 
men the worth of effort in Christ's name and service. 

The very efforts ofa Christian man are an inspira- 
tion in themsélves. _We get almost as much good 
from his trying to do it, and from his belief in it, and 
his attitude toward them, as we do from his success. 
When he stops trying a score of others lay down their 
arms and sink back like lead. As by an instinct men 
who seem to have no spiritual appreciation know in a 
moment when a Christian man has lost his faith in 
the worth of his.service. And again they are cheered 
and made believing once more when he turns to some 
work or duty and takes it up with the desire to serve 
his fellow-men. The scorner may sit in his seat and 

_ prophesy the failure of it, but when a good man 
undertakes a good work the knowledge of it runs out 
in all directions, and many who may never give a sign 
are cheered and encouraged. 

It may be that many who are feeling that no reward 
has been given them, and that no success has attended 
their efforts, have not made as many efforts as they 
suppose. It may be longer than they have any idea 
of since they resolutely attempted to carry anything 
through. A single week of renewed attention to 
duties about which they got discouraged a few times 
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might utterly change their situation. People often 
think they have prayed a great deal and have found 
prayer wanting, when in fact they have thought and 
thought about praying, and have ‘made only a few 
spasmodic prayers. If, when we have fallen into some 
habit of sighing over frustrated endeayors, we could 
really face the fewness and the irresoluteness of those 
endeavors, we should find that we have little to com- 
plain of, 

Our attempts may not bring their full measure of 
result ; they seldom doin this world. But there is a 
joy in making them, and there is nothing but confu- 
sion of face when we stop. The men who have 
stopped trying have put a leaden weight of discour- 
agement and despair upon lives which they may not 
imagine they have ever influenced at all. Wedo not 
need to dwell so much upon whether we succeed as 
upon the question whether we are always at it, always 
renewing the effort with all that is in us. Few can say 
that they have done the best they could when they 
compare themselves with more earnest lives. The 
phrase ‘‘I have done the best I could,’’ comes to our 
lips with fatal facility, but when we consider Jesus 
Christ with intenser attention and keep him ever be- 
fore our eyes, and feel his care and inspiration, and 
his ambition for us, we are reluctant to say it. It is 
a part of his grace to make men always feel that they 
can do better. 





Pittsburgh and Prohibition 


Nation-wide prohibition is believed by many to 


be in sight. The views of national temperance lead- 
ers that were expressed at the recent International 
Sunday School Convention in Chicago are given on 
“the facing page. Some of the leading facts that point 
with startling directness to national prohibition were 
‘massed in the ‘Times’ leading editorial in connection 
with last quarter’s temperance lesson, in the issue of 
~ April 18,1914. Among other things, that editorial 
“stated:that.a document that sent a shiver through the 
‘ liquor forces of Pennsylvania had been approved by 
the Chamber of Commerce of Pittsburgh,-—-and that 
‘it was not a mere coincidence that a resolution favor- 
ing the passage of a bill for national prohibition was 
submitted and approved in the midst of the Billy 
Sunday evangelistic campaign there. 

An interested reader of the Times in the office of 
the Supreme Court of South Dakota wrote to the Pitts- 
burgh Chamber of Commerce for a copy of the reso- 
lutions referred to, and received word from that body 
that it had not adopted a resolution favoring the 
passage of the bill for national prohibition. 

Writing to The Sunday School Times about the 
matter, the South Dakota reader says : 

I was not a little taken aback by his denial of the passage of 
such a resolution, as I have always had the utmost confidence 
in and reliance upon the truth of any statements appearing in 
the ‘Times, and would have had no hesitancy in using the state- 
ments made in said editorial in support of the progress being 
made in overthrowing the liquor traffic, and also as demon- 
strating the effectiveness of the work done by the Sunday re- 
vival meetings. 

I am sure there is a mistake somewhere. I am very jealous 

* of the reputation of the Times, and I trust a satisfactory ex- 
planation of this apparent mistake may be made, so that your 


readers may not be misled by the statements made in the 
editorial in question. 


A mistake was made, and it arose from confusing 
the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce with the Pitts- 
burgh Board of Trade. Resolutions requesting the 
License Court of Allegheny County to grant licenses 
to as few saloons as possible, and favoring the passage 
of the bill now before Congress to submit the question 
of national prohibition to the several state legislatures, 
were adopted by the Pittsburgh Board of Trade. A 
letter from the Secretary of that organization under 
date of May 28, 1914, verifies this for readers of The 
Sunday School Times, as follows : 

In response to your letter of the 26th inst., there is enclosed 
herewith a copy of the resolutions concerning national prohi- 
bition adopted by the Pittsburgh Board of Trade. 

The Philadelphia North American of January 22 contained 
an atticle in regard to this action, and I am enclosing a reprint 
of articles from the Pittsburgh Gazette Times and the Pitts- 
burgh Chronicle Telegraph. 

The Chamber of Commerce and the Pittsburgh Board of 
‘Trade are separate organizations. ‘The Pittsburgh Board of 


‘Trade is an organization composed of about nine hundred 
business and professional men of the city, and is the largest 
organization of its kind in the city. 


JOSEPH I, WINSLOW, 
Secretary. 








The same resolutions were presented to the Pitts- 
burgh Chamber of Commerce, but they were not 
adopted. The Pittsburgh Board of Trade also re- 
ferred the resolutions to the ‘‘ Allied Boards of Trade“’ 
of Allegheny County, the executive organization of 
which approved the document, and referred it to their 
various constituent boards, thirty-nine in all. Some 
of these Allied Boards of Trade approved. the resolu- 
tions, and some did not. It.is noteworthy, however, 
that the Pittsburgh Board of Trade itself,.-said by the 
Secretary to be the largesi organization of its kind in 
the city and composed of sume nine hundred business 
and professional men, did approve the resolutions 
which constitute one of the most remarkable temper- 
ance documents of the present-day conflict. The 
Pittsburgh newspapers mentioned by the Secretary, of 
the Board of Trade spoke as follows on this action : 

THE PITTSBURGH GAZETTE TIMES,—There is no more 
energetic and progressive trade organization in Pittsburgh 
than that of East Liberty (the Pittsburgh Board), and that 
it should take up this subject means that there is develop- 
ing in the minds of business men an opinion on license 
abuses which merits serious consideration. .. . It is not to 
be questioned that miscellaneous drinking increases in 
proportion to the facility with which intoxicants can be 
obtained. Pittsburgh would be immeasurably better off as 
a community if it had a couple of hundred fewer saloons, 

PITTSBURGH CHRONICLE TELEGRAPH.—The resolution 
adopted by the Pittsburgh Board of Trade advocating fewer 
saloons in Allegheny County, and measures for the sub- 
mission of prohibition amendments to the federal and state 
constitutions is a significant sign of the times. Public 
sentiment in regard to the liquor traffic has been undergo- 
ing a widespread and rapid change of late years.... Where a 
genuine sense of moral responsibility prevails, it is no longer 
possible to convince the majority that the liquor traffic is a 
benefit to humanity or that it meets an actual necessity. 
..+ The large cities are the last places to yield to the de- 
mand for such regeneration, but they, too, are bound 
sooner or later to share the sentiment that is abroad, and 
Pittsburgh evidently is not going to be an exception to the 
rule, 


The text of the resolutions that were approved by 
the Pittsburgh Board of ‘Trade has already been 
brought before the public in various ways, but it is 
given again, for the convenience of ‘Times readers, on 
page 466 in this issue. 

While rejoicing in what fearless business leaders in 
a great Eastern city have dared to do for righteous- 
ness, let us rejoice also in the testinrony that’ comes 
from a town in one of the frontier states. It was given 
to the Chicago Convention by the Rev. W. C. Mer- 
ritt, International Sunday School Superintendent for 
the Southwest, having been received: byhimi in the 
following letter from an Arizona Sunday-school syper- 
intendent : 

“‘Our town has had the reputation of being one of 
the worst in the state. Previous to the organization 
of the Sunday-school three years ago, seven. saloons 
and three dance-halls were here ; to-day four saloons 
and all the dance-halls are closed ;“there has not been 
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a public dance in a year, no shooting up of the town 
for months, the court of the Justice of the Peace is 
abéut out of business, and the Sunday-scheol has 
been the prime factor in bringing to pass these 
changes. It has been a hard fight, up-hill work all 
the way. Our enemies gave us ninety days of exist- 
ence, then they said, *Churchand school will be sent 
to hell within a year,—the church referred to the 
building-—‘ they are not wanted here ; they are inter- 
fering with other people's business.’ But, thank 
God, we were in the King’s business, and he has 
given us great victory, and we are marchihg on to 


more victory."’ 
4 
Salvation for this World or the Next ? 


Is it for this world, or for the next, that we need 
a Saviour? Must we choose between the two alter- 
natives that this question suggests? An Ohio reader 
quotes a statement that bears upon the subject, and 
that may challenge one’s thought in a profitable way. 
He writes : 

One of our prominent theologians made use of this state- 
ment, both in pulpit and press : ‘* The acceptance of Christ is 
not a matter of getting ready to live, but of getting ready to 
die.” 

I hold this at the very least is bad theology. ‘‘ Jesus Christ's 
chief mission to man was to teach him the way of life,’’ which 
he claimed he was, and not the way of death. I would be 
pleased to have your version. 

No one is ready to live until he is ready to die ; if 
he is ready for either one, he is ready for the other. 
But one may think that he is ready either to live or to 
die, when in God's sight he is far from that. Cektain 
it is that we need Christ as Saviour for this life, and for 
death, and for that which lies beyond death. 

It would not be fair to attempt either ‘to’criticise or 
to confirm the brief statement quoted by the Ohio 
reader without knowing more fully what was in the 
original speaker's thought. He may have intended 
to suggest that, inasmuch as life in this present body 
is only ‘the tiniest fraction of the infinite life that lies 
beyond, therefore the getting ready for that which 
death leads to is the great thing. The apostle Paul, - 
while he yields to no one in his incessant emphasis 
upon the daily showing forth of the power of Christ 
in a frightéous, fruitful, loving, efficient, sérviceable 
lifé ‘here in this world, nevertheless lived ‘and thought 
and wrote in an overwhelming consciousness of the 
unspeakably greater and richer life that is to come. 
And this is the experience of all to whom Christ has 
become not only Saviour, but Lord and the fulness of 
Life now and here: they recognize that they are 

‘strangers and pilgrims on the earth, ’ that they are 
««seeking after a country of their own,’’ that their 
‘«citizenship is in heaven ; whence also we wait for a 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ : who shall’ fashion 
anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory.”’ 

Yet this very forward look of the Christian means 
such a life here in this world as only Christ can bring 
to pass. In Christ's strength ‘‘every one that hath 
this hope set on him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure.’ So the receiving of Christ as Saviour and 
Life makes one ready to live here as no others can 
live ; it brings to pass that miracle that ‘‘as he is, 
even so are we in this world.’’ Moreover, let us re- 
member that in Christ we are not only made ready to 
die, but we may know a very real and literal death 
now before we die; the death of that sinful nature of 
ours which so tragically makes us unfit to live even in 
this world, We are ready to live in this body only 
when we can say, ‘‘I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me.’’ 

And let us recognize, also, what is so commonly 
overlooked, that the Bible seldom if ever tells us to 
get ready todie. The message of the New Testament 
is to be ready for that which is going to do away with 
death for the Christian; our Lord’s return to this earth. 
Bodily death is by no means assured to all. But 
Christ’s coming is pledged to all by the Word of God; 
and that is the glorious goal, the ‘‘ blessed hope,’’ to 
which we are to look forward, and for which we are 
to pray, as we find in him our supernatural readiness 
to live, and our eagerness that, as he promised, he 
may come quickly. 


te 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


OST merciful God, speed every good work and worker. 
Enrich thy church with power. Let no one of us ever 
be too busy to be about our Father's business. Vital- 

¢ our Sunday-school work, our young people's societies, and 
new agencies of ministry yet to be set on foot. Pour out thy 
Spirit on us, and on thy church universal. Smile on every 
sincere worker, at home or abroad, in: every lawful effort to 
promote righteousness and human welfare. So let thy king- 
dom come, and thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven, 
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Temperance Triumphs at the Chicago Convention | 


The great Temperance Rally and other notable doings of’ the International Sunday School Convention held June 23-30 in Chicago are 
described in this third article of Mr: Trumbull’s report. . Still other features of the Convention will be taken up in a later issue 
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‘l WAS a quiet little woman who said it, but some- 
how the words have the momentum of a sixty- 
horsepower car that is running well; ‘The 

mighty engine of the International Sunday School 
Association, with full steam on, is headed straight for 
the liquor traffic of this nation, And the liquor 
traffic might as well get out of the way.’’ These first 
words of Miss Anna C. Gordon, successor of Mrs. 
Lillian M. N. Stevens and Frances E, Willard as Presi- 
dent of the National Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union of the United States, thrilled the audi- 
ence—one of the largest of the entire convention— 
that had assembled Sunday afternoon, June 28, in 
Medinah Temple, Chicago, to share in the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Temperance Rally. Four lead- 
ers of the nation’s rank and file in the temperance 
war faced the great throng ; and the last of the four 
to speak, the Hon. Richmond Pearson Hobson, said 
that he was particularly glad he could be there at the 
same time with the officers of the three greatest or- 
ganizations in the world in the cause of temperance. 
The other two organizations were the International 
Sunday School Association, represented by its Tem- 
perance Superintendent Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, 
and the Anti-Saloon League of America, represented 
by its National Superintendent the Rev. P. A. Baker. 
Miss Gordon's brief, earnest introduction of the 
temperance program closed with a touchingly beauti- 
fulexpression of her love for and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. May we never get away from Him and 
His guidance in our battle with the powers of evil ! 

‘‘It takes very little time to sow seed ; it takes 
everyday work to keep the weeds out,’’ said Mrs. 
Stevens, as she showed the need of unceasing persist- 
ence. She told a heart-breaking story of the tragedy 
of a young girl’s life brought down to: shame and 
death through the monster traffic that the Sunday- 
school is pledged to destroy. 





Arizona has thrown down the gauge of battle for state- 
wide prohibition, and Sunday-school workers have done 
it, and are leading in the fight.—The Rev. W. C. Merritt, 
International Sunday School Superintendent for the South- 
west. 











‘‘The saloon is against everything the Sunday- 
school stands for, and for everything the Sunday- 
school opposes,’’ declared Mr. Baker as he thundered 
forth facts that are causing liquor men even now to 
see what a desperate plight they are in. ‘‘A brilliant 
United States Senator once said that politics was not 
a Sunday-school affair, -He never said it but once.’’ 
The Sunday-school is making itself felt in politics in 
away that is uncomfortably apparent to many evil- 
doers. Commenting upon certain church officers 
whom he called ‘* whiskey deacons,’’ Mr. Baker said 
of a church that he was describing, ‘* This church will 
not count for much in the moral life of the community 
until itdevelops expulsive conscience enough to create 
new deacons,’’ Whatever one may believe as to the 
right or wrong of woman suffrage, if the thing is going 
to come there is comfort in the thought that when the 
women get to the ballot boxes, —‘‘ what they'll do to 
the liquor traffic will be a plenty.’’ It was startlingly 
encouraging to be told that ‘‘ thirty-four states can be 
selected which in the aggregate have fewer saloons 
than the single city of New York.’’ We may well 
rejoice in the Anti-Saloon League's leadership by this 
man who is such a determined foe to ‘‘ the institution 
that can only live by the ruin of the people.”’ 

‘It takes more courage,’’ said President Hamill in 
introducing the next speaker, ‘‘to occupy the place 
which Hobson now holds than when he stood on the 
deck of the Merrimac.’’ For Mr. Hobson, as is well 
known, is the Congressman from Alabama who has 
introduced the bill for an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States providing for nation-wide 
prohibition. He is a clean-cut, manly fellow, a few 
years past forty, with a striking resemblance to our 
Christian statesman Mr. Bryan. He has had con- 
siderable experience in facing the guns of enemies, 
and his experience is not at an end yet ; but his ene- 
mies are on the losing side. 

Mr. Hobson surprised some of his hearers by deal- 
ing with the temperance question in a way that 
brought out an amazing number and variety of scien- 





’ On'the closing ‘night of the convention, a bearded pa- 
triacch known to many Sunday-school convention-goers, 
Mr. T. Marcellus Marshall of West Virginia, stood like 
a.prophet of old: on the speaker's rostrum facing the 
great crowd, and after an introductory sentence cried 
out: ‘ At midnight to-night every saloon in West Vir- 
ginia dies-forever!'' Wouldn't you like to have heard 
the applause that leaped forth from the host who listened 
to his words’? 

















tific facts about alcohol, which, said he, ‘‘has de- 
ceived humanity for a great many centuries, but it 
can deceive humanity no longer.’’ Commenting on 
the atleged: food value of alcohol, Mr. Hobson pointed 


‘ Out that ‘‘if you drink two hogsheads of beer, you get 


the equivalent of-eating a-loaf of bread.’’ And it was 


‘ as a man’ who knows by personal experience what war 


is that: he> said that, from the standpoint of relative 


- destructiveness; ‘1 would: rather see the combined 
- armits of the‘world to-morrow attack our nation soder 


than that this great destroyer should be allowed to 
continue its ravages."" Here are some of the other 
rifle ‘bullets of temperance truth that came from the 
arsenal of this fearless fighter for temperance who is 
standing-for ‘the nation’s safety within the walls of 
Congress : 

Alcokol makes ‘‘ men kill their own wives, — 
there’is not a beast in the fiéld that kills its mate."’ 

‘* As long as there is one wet state in the Union 
the right of all the dry states will be trampled upon. 
We must have nation-wide prohibition."’ 

‘*T don't suppose that in the history of the nation 
there has ever been paralleled the activity of the 
liquor traffic in the last few weeks or months,’’ 

‘* There are fewer saloons south of all Mason and 
Dixon's ‘line than ‘there are in the single city of 
Cliicago.”’ 

‘« Men, don’t begin to drink after they're grown. 
The liquor traffic must debauch the youth.”’ 

‘‘In securing national prohibition, which states 
ought to have their way : the 36 that want to be right, 
or the 12 that want to be wrong ?’’ 

‘*The remedy for this deep-seated, organic dis- 
ease ? Get down to the tissues that make up the organs, 
the cells that make up the tissues. Who are they? 

Your Sunday-school children.”’ 

‘¢When the liquor men say, ‘ Prohibition doesn’t 
prohibit,’ they mean that they intend to hoist the 
black flag of piracy above the Stars and Stripes. Are 
we going to tolerate that ?’’ And Mr. Hobson drew 
a word picture of the scene on board a battleship 
when one flag, and one only, is allowed to be hoisted 


. above the Stars.and Stripes,—a blue cross on a white 


ground ; the church flag. 


ED TAPE”’ necessarily must have, at some 
points, an important place in the life and 
work of such a continent-broad association 

as this. Seven years ago the International Sunday 
School Association was incorporated. January 31, 
1907, President Roosevelt signed its charter, which a 
special act of Congress had brought into being. So far 
so good’; but by-laws which were adopted in Ig11, at 
San Francisco, gave to the Executive Committee 
powers that had before belonged to the Convention. 
What could now be done to restore that power to the 
convention? 

Mr. Fred A. Wells, Chairman of the International 





A telegram just received from Dr. James M. Gray, Dean 
of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, makes a correc- 
tion to which the Times gladly calls the attention of its 
readers, Dr. Gray wires: 

In your issue of July 11 it is embarrassing to see my 
name suggested for the Uniform Lesson Commission 
in a-Memorial signed by myself. Please correct the 
error. 


This Memorial was presented to the new International 
Lesson Committee, by the Convention, for the Commit- 
tee's consideration, and it urged the improvement of the 
Uniform Lessons through the advisory work of a strong 
Uniform Lesson Commission, the members of which were 
named. The framers of the Memorial desired Dr. Gray's 
membership in such a Commission. By a mistake, and 
without his knowledge or consent, his name <ppeared 
both as a signer and a Commission member. it is now 
withdrawn from the list of signers, but is aliowed to stand 
as one of the proposed Commission which could give such 
added strength to our Sunday-school lessons.—The Editor, 


Executive Committee, brought befere the convention 
some of the facts relating to the incorporation difficillty, 
and presented certain recommendations from the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. Judge John Stites, of Louisville, 
Kentucky, made a clear statement of the historical 
facts that led up to the incorporating. He showed 
that the purpose of incorporation was to enable the 
International Sunday School Associatien to hold pro- 
perty, and that the Executive Committee was its right 
hand to do such work as the convention wished’it to 
do. He pointed out that always it was intended that 
the Executive Committee should be the creature ofthe 
convention, and absolutely subject to it,—except for 
those San Francisco by-laws. It was stated that the 
Constitution of the Association had been appreved by 
the Twelfth International Convention, at Louisvitie,:in 
1908, but that by some inadvertence the record of 
this approval had been omitted from the published 
Report, The Executive Committee asked for the 
present Convention's approval of that Constitution, 
making the following recommendations, offered» by 
Mr. Wells, which seemed abundantly equal to-meet- 
ing the needs of the case : 


1. That some form of incorporation is necessary. 

2. That the charter granted by Act-of Congress, January 
31, 1907, be retained, inasmuch as it presumes “the 
supremacy of the International Sunday School Con- 
vention, and constitutes the Executive Committee its 
executive agency. 

3- That the Executive Committee be directed to amend its 
by-laws as follows : 

The addition to Article III of Sections 2 and 3, as fol- 
lows : 

Section 2.—The convention is the supreme authority in 
all matters pertaining to the policy of the International 
Sunday School Association. 

Section 3.—The powers conferred upon the Executive 
Committee by charter and by-laws or by the convention 
are executive only, to be exercised under the control of 
convention, 

4. That the Executive Committee be further directed so to 
amend the by-laws as to conform throughout to the 
letter and spirit of these recommendations. 


Dr. C. R. Blackall, Sunday-school Editor of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, of Philadelphia, 
has been patiently and persistently safeguarding the 
democratic rights of the International Conventien as 
affected by the incorporation, and his words had ‘more 
than ordinary significance when he said, of the recom- 
mendations of the Executive Committee, ‘‘ Brethren, I 
think this action is the best you have ever taken. It 
clears the atmosphere. Now brethren,’’ (addressing 
the convention), ‘‘let’s stand together as we have be- 
fore. Imake the motion to approve the recommenda- 
tions of the Executive Committee,”’ 





When the triennium was half over, a pledge-signing 
campaign was instituted in North America, hoping that 
a million pledge signers might be secured by June, 1914. 
And the Sunday-schools did better than that: 1,049,314 
pledge signers were reported. 











Promptly the different items of recommendation, 
as given above, were considered and adopted by the 
convention, including also the articles of the Phila- 
delphia Conference relating to Lesson Courses and 
Lesson Committee, given in the issue of The Sunday 
School Times of July 11. Then Dr. Blackall moved 
the adoption of the entire report as adopted seriatim. 
A rising vote confirmed this, and before the chairman 
could announce the vote as carried the convention 
was singing the Long Meter Doxology! There was a 
look of shining gratitude on Chairman Wells’ face as 
he said, ‘‘ Brethren, in presenting this report, I read 
these words : ‘We can trust the people who are dele- 
gates from the states and provinces to make the right 
decision.’ *’ 

Some days Jater the Executive Committee, through 
Vice-Chairman William Hamilton, of Toronto, pre- 
sented to the convention the detailed by-laws that 
were necessary to formulate and carry out the action 
chat the convention had taken. With a few discrimi- 
nating and illuminating changes these by-laws were 
adopted by the convention, one by one. As Dr. 
Blackall was aguin about to move the adoption of the 
by-laws as a whole, President Hamill called him to 
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the rostrum, -and there told the convention of the bond 
of love that linked Dr. Blackall to himself and the 
Executive Committee, and then asked him to make 
the motion as he had intended. The lieartiness with 
which the convention approved this motion put its 
seal in an unmistakable way upon the settlement of 
the much-discussed, delicate, and difficult solution 
of the problems that had attended the incorporating of 
this great work, 


ID you know that one thousand six hundred and 
sixty-five new members join the Sunday-schools 
of North America every day of the year? That 

has been the average daily increase for the last three 
years, making the triennium’s total increase in the Sun- 
day-school enrolment of North America 1,823,686, 

The report of General Secretary Marion Lawrance 
was a Gatling gun of facts and figures, needs and 
hopes. It has been bound into a pamphlet of 85 
pages, which includes also the report of the other In- 
ternational superintendents of departments, covering 
Elementary, Secondary, and Adult Work, Committee 
on Education, Home and Visitation, Missionary, and 
Purity Departments, Work Among the Negroes, the 
Southwest Field, and Work in the West Indies, Cen- 
tral America and Northern South America. This 
pamphlet, probably the most remarkable presentation 
of Sunday-school facts in North America that has yet 
been made, is well worth careful reading, and. extra 
copies of the pamphlet may be had free of charge, 
while they last, by applying to Mr. Lawrance, 1416 
Mallers Building, Chicago. Illinois. Striking extracts 
from the reports which it contains will be given in a 
later issue of the Times. 


NE of the mountain-peak times of the convention 
was the Saturday morning that was devoted to 
what is ordinarily called the money-raising ses- 

sion. Atime of deep spiritual earnestness, of prayer, of 
consecration, it was conducted by Mr. Lawrance, as has 
been usual in the International Conventions ; and Mr. 
Lawrance seemed to have received a special baptism 
of the Spirit for this sacred responsibility. There 
was no anxiety evident, no Straining, no urging ; just 
a quiet, unanxious, grateful resting upon God for Him 
to do His work. 

The General Secretaries of the states and provinces 
who passed through the great audience to receive 
pledges were first introduced by Mr. Lawrance, as 
they stood before. the convention, as ‘‘the biggest 
offering there is to the International work.’’ He spoke 
heartily of this noble force of workers as including 
men who could earn three or four times as much in 
business, but who were devoting their lives to the 
Lord's service, 





** Some men are too mean to drink whiskey; they keep 
sober so that they can cheat the other man better. The 
world will not be saved when the saloons are driven out. 
The Bible class movement has a great work to doin 
evangelizing the world.’’—W. C, Pearce, International 
Adult Division Superintendent. 








The sum of money pledged at the convention for 
the next three years was, in round numbers, $125, - 
ooo, or a little over $40,000 a year. This amount 
will, of course, need to be largely increased by addi- 
tional gifts ; and the leaders of the work are confi- 
dent that God will lay it upon his people throughout 
North America to provide all that the Association 
should be entrusted with in its service for the 
Bible-studying interests of the churches. Offerings may 
be sent to the International Sunday School Treasurer, 
Mr. E. H. Nichols, 1416 Mallers Building, Chicago. 


O the many who have already learned to love John 
Timothy Stone still more were added as he 
spoke to the convention on the subject, ‘‘ The 

Bible in the Home.”’ It was a message that drove 
straight into the hearts and lives of the hearers, as from 
one whose heart-life was warm, and big, and throbbing, 
and true, and who rested in prayer and in God’ sWord 
as great dynamic realities. It will be hard to forget 
the story that he told of the young student who came 
to a minister's study to tel! him that he didn’t believe 
in the Bible ; and how the minister patiently, quietly, 
and with rare skill led the boy on in natural, easy 
conversation finally to admit that the Bible did go 
way ahead of Browning, judging from some of the 
extracts that the minister gave him that evening ; until 
the young fellow went home determined to know a 
little more about the old Book for himself. And when, 
toward the close of the story, it came out that that 
boy was now a missionary in China, the convention 
was gripped with the tremendous significance of the 
lesson, as by few addresses that had been made. 

In a day when there has been so much thoughtless 
and unbalanced emphasis upon the subject of sex 
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knowledge and sex instruction, it is reassuring to have 
such a discerning message as was presented by the 
Superintendent of the International Association’ s Pur- 
ity Department, Mr. E. K. Mohr. ‘The purity of 
Christ is not, primarily,’’ says Mr. Mohr in his report, 

‘‘a purity of conduct, but a purity of inwardness., 

The center of life must be cleansed.’’ He goes on to 
point out that ‘‘ with the new awakening and discus- 

sion which has followed, the pendulum has swung 
from the old extreme of criminal silence as to sex mat- 

ters to a publicity almost nauseating. Many a lecture 
that is labeled ‘ Purity Lecture’ is nothing more than 

an impurity lecture.’’ After caution upon that dan- 

ger: ‘*We recognize the home as the ideal place for 
purity teaching, but to entrust our youth under present 

social conditions to an uncultured parental instinct is 

to invite social ruin, Our first concern must be with’ 
the home, but much remains to be done that the home 

does not and can not do. A Sunday-school Purity 

Department is the plainest religious strategy. 





When a certain county went dry, the saloon people 
said: ‘*‘ The church and Sunday-school people in city 
and country are just foolish enough to stand together.’’ 
—E. C. Knapp, General Secretary Eastern Washington 
State Sunday School Association. 








‘‘If 75 percent of our children receive a vitiated 
sex knowledge before they are ten years of age, this is 
not a question of teaching or of not teaching, but a 
question of who shall do the teaching.”’ 

Attention is called in Mr. Mohr's report to the In- 
ternational Sunday School Purity Leaflet, in which it is 
insisted that ‘‘ Purity is the larger and inclusive term, 
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and that purity teaching is of vastly greater importance 
than imparting direct sex instruction,”’ Sihgle copies 
of this leaflet may be obtained free from the liferna- 
tional Sunday School Office, 1416 Mallers Building, 
Chicago. And here is a word to remember : ‘‘ The 
finest kind of purity teaching, which always includes 
that which has a bearing on the sex problem, may be 
given without the consciousness on the part of the pu- 
pil that he is receiving sex instruction."’ 





The sentiment for closing up the bar-rooms is just as 
strong in those counties in the Sguth where there are no 
negroes as in those counties where there are... . Whis- 
key draws no color line.—Booker T. Washington. 








There were three men at the Chicago Convention 
whose combined ages totaled two hundred and forty 
years. These three honored veterans were members 
of the «‘Old Guard,’’ and it was an interesting mo- 
ment when General Secretary Lawrance introduced 
them to the convention: Dr. M. C. Hazard of Bos- 
ton, Dr. C. R. Blackall of Philadelphia, and Colonel 
Robert Cowden of Dayton, Ohio. Dr. Hazard was 
called the ‘* Cradle Roll member of the three,’’ being 
the youngest. Colonel Cowden spoke of the fact that 
he had lived from the time of the ox-cart and the 
wheelbarrow to that of the Pullman car and the flying 
machine. ‘‘] wish I could live to see a little more,”’ 
he said, and added, ‘‘as long as Marion Lawrance 
lives, I know the thing is going to climb.”’ 


[/n next week's issue of the Times or later 
still other important features of the Chicago 
Convention will be reported.) 








r 
From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters 


Selections from some fifty of the choicest of Dr. Miller’s intimate letters on 
soul problems are being published in the Times during 1914 
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27. How to Endure 


T IS refreshing to receive such kindly letters as you 
always write. It is the next thing to having you 
come into my office, as you did several times 

while stopping in the city last year. I hope that I shall 
have the repetition of this pleasure at some time in 
the future, not too long hence. Meanwhile, you 
know that I always keep near you in sympathy and 
in kindly interest. It is a great pleasure to be able 
to help you even a little, though it be only through 
letters at long range. 

{ want you always to be perfectly free to use my 
letters in any way you desire. They are yours, not 
mine ; they are written in Christ’s name, in the hope 
that a little help will be given to you. If the help is 
such that you can pass it on to another, I shall be 
very, very glad indeed to have you do so. Itisa 
special pleasure to know what you tell me, that your 
friend received help from some of the words which I 
have written to you. I need not say to you that if 
you ever wish me to write to her, or to any other one 
of your friends, it will be a pleasure to do so. I drop 
any work, on my busiest day, to give a little personal 
help to one who needs me. _ This, it seems to me, is 
the meaning of Christ's teaching about love—that we 
are to love one another as he loved us. 

I am sorry that you are carrying some special bur- 
dens these times. The position in which you are 
evidently has many delicate complications. But you 
have this comfort, that God has put you there. This 
being true, he will not forsake you, nor will he ever 
fail to give you the grace you need, that you may be 
able to live sweetly and beautifully yourself, and also 
be a benediction to others. I am sure that the Mas- 
ter never sets us in any place in which we cannot live 
sweetly. You remember the third verse of the First 
Psalm, where the good man is compared to a ‘‘ tree 
planted.’ The word ‘‘planted’’ indicates that the 
tree is set in its place by some one, that it is not a 
wild tree, but one which has been intelligently placed. 
When you write into this the first verse of the fifteenth 
of John—** My Father is the husbandman’’— you 
know that the planting is all right. The phrase that 
follows makes us sure of this: ‘‘a tree planted by 
the rivers of water.’” Wherever God plants a tree he 
sends water to nourish the roots and to bless the tree 
with refreshment and life. 

To get the lesson of the illustration simply—wher- 
ever God plants you, he will see that you receive 
grace, wisdom, strength, love, in order to grow beau- 
tifully and bring forth fruit in season. You are where 


you are for some purpose which God has planned for 
you. Do not be afraid, but quietly and patiently 
wait, knowing that some day you will understand why | 
all things are as they are. You are trying to live’ 
sweetly, and God will help you to live sweetly. 

The words in the eleventh of Hebrews, it séems to 
me, contain the whole secret : ‘‘ He endured as see- 
ing him who is invisible.’’ Not long since I preached 
a sermon on this text. ‘The life of Moses was not 
easy. He had to make great sacrifices, losing every- 
thing in his devotion to his own people and to the 
cause of God. Then during the forty years while he 
was the leader of his people in the wilderness, teach- 
ing and training them, forming a great, unruly mass 
into a nation, no man ever had a harder task or a 
heavier burden. Then comes in the lesson. ‘He 
endured as seeing him who is invisible.’ He did 
not see God—no one ever saw God. But the presence 
of God was as real to Moses during all those years as 
if he had been visible to his natural eye. “No human 
friend standing by his side could have been more real 
to him than the presence of God was. This was the 
secret of the endurance of Moses. 

Now apply this. If Jesus Christ were standing be- 
side you, as he used to stand beside the disciples, or 
if you, sitting at his feet, could look up ‘and see him 
as Mary saw him when she sat in the same posture, 
and heard his words,—you would not be afraid of 
anything. It would not be hard for you to endure 
any trial, any suffering, any pain. The visible pres- 
ence of Christ with you would make it very easy for 
you to keep sweet and to be brave and strong and true, 

Now the presence of Christ is just as real as if you 
could see him, and you may endure as seeing him. 
In preaching on this subject I referred to the oft- 
quoted phrase, ‘‘ practising the presence of God.’’ 
There is great wisdom in the suggestion which lies in 
these words. You believe that Christ is present with 
you, nearer than your nearest and truest friend. You 
believe that he sympathizes with you, that he loves 
you, that he is not looking at you to blame you or 
criticise you, but to help you, to give you cheer and 
encouragement. You believe him when he says, ‘I 
am with you all the days.’” Now practise that faith. 
Act as if you believed it. Make the fact real by faith, 
and then do just precisely as you would do if you 
looked up and saw his face beaming upon yours. 

May God bless you, my child, and make you very 
happy. Never get blue nor discouraged, but always 
endure ‘‘as seeing him who is invisible,’’ but whose 
presence is more real to you than the presencé of any 
human friend who ever has stood by your side. 
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| When India and Africa Help Us to Know God 


New meanings in the measureless Gospel of Grace 


The Missionary Watch Tower, conducted by 
that Christians in mission lands may discover for us 


Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





Changed by the Dynamic Book 


ERE are samples of Bible dynamics from sundry 
lands. Ina Spanish town a woman said that 
she had a Bible already. ‘‘ Yes,"" said her 

friend, ‘‘ thou hast the Gospel, but it is very old and 
dirty."" ‘* True,’’ was the reply, ‘‘the book is very 
old and dirty ; but the words inside the Book are 
purer than the water from any spring."" ‘* Why dost 
thou say so?"’ ‘*Because once my heart was very 
black, but the reading of this book has made it as 
white as snow.” 

A Burmese artist, over seventy years of age, who 
was a strong and intelligent Buddhist, declared that 
he was too old to change his faith. But after he had 
read the Gospels the love of Christ conquered his 
heart. This aged convert was baptized last year, and 
God's Book is so precious to him that he keeps it 
under his pillow. 

A story comes from Ceylon of a woman who bought 
a copy of. Matthew in Sinhalese, and gave it to her 
husband to read.: Some time after, he met the col- 
porteur, and said to him; ‘* Your book is powerful to 
soothe the hot temper ; after reading it I am a new 
man. I do not beat my wife now.”’ 

A Hindu holy fakir, with matted hair and ash-be- 
smeared body, was sitting in deep meditation beneath 
a tree when he saw a torn leaf from a New Testament. 
Reading it, strange thoughts entered his hungry soul 
—they seemed ‘‘to take him by the hand and lead 
him straight to the Father.’’ He sought out a man 
to teach him of this wonderful Book, and his guide 
was an Englishman who wore a black band of crape 
on his sleeve. Supposing it to be the mark of a 
Christian, he placed a similar one on his own arm. 
Later he wandered into a Christian church to hear its 
truths expounded. At the close of the service he an- 
nounced that he, too, was a believer, and pointed to 
his crape-bedecked arm in proof thereof. When told 
that the band was an English sign of the death of 
some friend, the fakir thought a moment, and then 
said, ‘* But I read in the Book that my loved One has 
died ; so I shall wear it in memory of him.'’ Later 
still he grasped the idea of the resurrection, and then 
realized that his loved One was alive forevermore. 
Thereupon a great joy filled his heart, and the light of 
the resurrection shone in his face; that henceforth 
was his sign of discipleship. 
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Negro Students as Christian Leaders 


MOST significant convention was held in Atlanta, 
May 14-18, under the chairmanship of Dr. 
John R. Mott, representing the Continuation 
Committee of the Edinburgh World Conference, and 
co-operating with the Student Department of the 
Young Men's Christian Association. Some five hun- 
dred delegates were present, including the strongest 
young men and women of the negro race. To counsel 
with them, leading students of Southern conditions, both 
black and white, had come together in the earnest 
hope that the specific problems peculiar to the negro 
and others affecting the entire South and the relations 
of the two races might find some partial solution at 
least. 

The main objectives of the gathering were stated 
more specifically as follows : ‘‘To give to the present 
generation of negro students in the United States a 
strong spiritual and moral impulse; to study with 
thoroughness their responsibility and leadership in 
Christian work at home and abroad, thus bringing 
them face to face with Christian life callings ; to face 
responsibilities resting upon negro churches of Amer- 
ica to help meet the claims and crisis of Africa ; to 
consider what light Christian thought may throw on 
present and future co-operation between the races.’" 

In a wide experience of student conferences in many 
lands the present writer has rarely seen anything ap- 
proaching the serious interest taken in the proceed- 
ings, nor any better presentation of vital themes, the 
negro speakers comparing very favorably with their 
white brothers and sisters who spoke on the common 
platform. Dr. Mott thus estimates its character and 
importance : ‘‘In the judgment of both negro and 
white workers it constituted one of the most remarka- 





ble gatherings they had ever known, The spirit of 
unity and brotherhood which prevailed was inexplica- 
ble apart from the presence and mighty working of 
the Spirit of Christ. Large numbers of the strongest 
negro students dedicated their lives to Christian serv- 
ice, The leaders of the negro churches recognized 
and accepted as never before the responsibility to 
help in the evangelization of Africa."’ © 

The report of the commission entrusted with the 
investigation of the relation of American negroes to 
Africa’s evangelization ought to give the race a new 
conception of the possibilities lying before its churches, 
and revolutionize the present estimate and adminis- 
tration of negro missions in the Dark Continent. It 
will thus realize the desire of Dr. Mott, whose disap- 
pointment because of the inadequate representation 
of negro students at the Kansas City Student Volun- 
teer Convention last winter largely led to this gather- 


ing, 





On the Missionary Firing Line 


Protestantism in the Balkans.—In the Balkan states, 
Protestantism is being aided because of the hostility of Bul- 
garians to the Greeks and their church, In Macedonia 
for a similar reason they turn from churches where their 
hated rulers, the Servians, worship, to attend missionary 
churches, 


Fraser and His Staff of Three.—Loudon, in Nyasa- 
land, is a station of the United Free Church of Scotland 
under the charge of the well-known missionary and author, 
Donald Fraser, Last year he hadinhis charge 194 schools 
with an enrolment of 10,866 scholars, in addition to a 
church work so extensive that at the annual convention 
3,000 attended. Mrs, Fraser and two single ladies were 
the entire foreign staff. Loudon would seem to be an 
exceptional station in the ratio of its staff membership to 
its extended work. 


Multiplying the Seed.—The British and Foreign Bible 
Society’s issues for last year reached the unprecedented 
number of 8,958,233 copies of the Scriptures, just double 
the total of fifteen years ago. Of these, 1,006,281. were 
Bibles, 1,275,040 were New Testaments, and 6,676,912 
were smaller portions, Of the total issue, 300,000 were 
sent to Africa, 212,000 to South America, I,170,000 to In- 
dia and Ceylon, 633,000 to the Japanese Empire, and 
2,183,000 to China, It is just a century since Morrison’s 
first Chinese New Testament passed through the press in 
Canton; last year nearly a quarter of the Society’s output 
was in the languages of China. 


Islam’s Millions.—Through the collaboration of two 
distinguished specialists, Drs. Westerman and Zwemer, a 
new statistical survey of Mohammedanism has appeared in 
the Moslem World. The substance of it is as follows : 


Tota Unpber Cureistian Rute 
A ccncstaeeeniess 156,690, 110 123,690. 310 
pS CREE 42,039, 349 41,836. 344 
ng ERE EA Tr? 2, 373.676 1, 373.076 
PUGTICR.. vccenccsectectsten 174,068 174.061 
ee ee eee 19,500 19.500 
Total 201,296,696 167,093,891 


An African Storm Center.—The reality of the Christian 
strategy of occupying adequately the Rand and especially 
its centers, Johannesburg and Pretoria, is made very vivid 
by Rev. F. B. Bridgman’s map with rays reaching far away 
into all parts of South Africa whither negroes return from 
the gold-mines. This storm center of vice and of greed 
will surely overspread the entire Sub-continent, unless the 
280,000 miners are reached and saved while resident there. 
Thus far only 40,000 are touched in any way by the gospel 
message. The ages of these men range from eighteen to 
thirty. Hardly less than half a million negroes are in the 
mines every year and almost without exception they return 
as a leaven for good or ill to the widely scattered kraals. 


Where They Would Have No “ Nigger Church.” — 
Negro laborers in the mines at Johannesburg can be 
reached through missious having chapels in the labor com- 
pounds, There are, however, about one hundred thousand 
more who are employed in the shops, stores, and ware- 
houses and as domestic servants for whom little can be 
done because of the hatred of the whites for a ‘*‘ nigger 
church’’ anywhere near them. The Rev. Frederic B. 
Bridgman, of the American Board’s Mission, one of the 
ablest missionaries in South Africa, has secured in faith a 
chapel, with the right to hold services for this neglected 
hundred thousand, and the venture is already yielding rich 
dividends, Meanwhile he personally has had to pay the 
$1,500 which the property cost. Such are the sacrifices of 
our heroes. 


How India Might Have Worshiped 


VERY interesting view of what native initiative 
might have given the Indian church, had it 
been competent to suggest its ‘‘ external forms ”’ 

at an earlier stage, is found in the address of a dis- 
tinguished Brahman convert, the Rev. F. Kingsbury. 

The ‘*temple of God"’ would follow the ideas of a 
Hindu temple, though with more light and plenty of 
air not found in idol shrines. Benches and chairs 
would be lacking, and the pulpit would probably give 
place to a ‘*Koran stand"’ with a Bible upon it. 
Worshipers would leave their shoes or sandals out- 
side, and would enter the church and sit on the well- 
swept, clean floor, the men on one side, the women 
on the other, as is now the case. None, not even 
the women, would sit with any head-covering. In- 
stead of kneeling in prayer, as is now common, sit- 
ting, standing, or a prostrate position would be the 
rule, The eyes would remain open and the prayer 
would probably not be extemporaneous. In a land 
where dictionaries, grammars, and even materia 
medica are put in song, prayer might be of the same 
form. Yet that and praise would not be set to Euro- 
pean music, tunes of native origin being preferred. 

Our sermon and addresses would be substituted for 
by expositions of the Bible. Occidental collection 
boxes and collections would be lacking, though wor- 
shipers would bring offerings, largely in kind, and 
cast them into the sacred ‘*‘ money-box,"’ as were the 
widow's mites. Baptism would probably be by im- 
mersion (Mr. Kingsbury is a Congregationalist, and 
not a Baptist), though sprinkling would be allowed in 
exceptional cases ; and probably Indian ideas would 
be followed which would not favor the rite until after 
the age of seven. Neither a common cup, nor indi- 
vidual cups, would be used at the communion service; 
instead, the officiating minister would place the bread 
and wine in the palm of the communicant's right 
hand. The ecclesiastical year would be rich in fasts 
and feasts, with the emphasis upon the present high 
days of the church. Cremation would be the ordi- 
nary method of disposing of the dead. 

These suggestions of one of the empire's most 
highly educated and very evangelical Christians may 
be premonitory of what we may see in the evolving 
indigenous church of India. A recent issue of The 
Christian Patriot suggests similar possibilities inde- 
pendently of Mr. Kingsbury’s opinions. 
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As Dan Crawford’s Africans Say It 


AN CRAWFORD continues to exalt the negro 
and illumine the Bible with his Anglo-African 
illustrations. Even a cannibal doctor recog- 

nizes God when, with his poor medicines (whose main 
virtue lies in their conforming to the proverb, ‘If the 
portion is not bitter, the patient can’t get better), he 
prefaces his labors with this incantation prayer, his 
eyes being turned upward at an angle of forty-five de- 
grees : ‘‘Up in heaven yonder there is a traveling 
doctor, passing through all the land with healings."’ 

Another old cannibal, this time a carver tapping 
away with his chisel, reinforces his primitive sculp- 
turings with the words, ‘*O God! thou dost make all 
things beautiful, but we must lend thee a: hand.'’ 
The central African believes in a God, Crawford says, 
and will not condescend to argue the point. If you 
ask him, ‘‘ How do you know there is a God ?’’ he 
will reply, ‘‘How do I know that my goats passed 
along the wet, muddy road this morning, if not by 
the deep imprints left in the mud ?”’ 

Just two other statements of his : ‘* They have copy- 
righted a phrase. They say, ‘The victory of Gol- 
gotha.’ That which was seemingly a colossal defeat, 
and now they call it a victory !"' Crawford was tell- 
ing his people about the glories of England whither 
he was just returning. An African, after hearing of 
these wonderful possessions of the white man, stolidly 
remarked, ‘*To be better off is not to be better.'’ 
Whereupon our friend comments : ‘‘ Build a castle or 
build a cottage—it is only a tent. We are only trav- 
eling through, and the bigger the pile you pile up, 
the harder to leave it."’ 


Yate UNIVERSITY 
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The Hopeless Handicap of the Cigarette 


Losses in school and college and national life in the wake 


of the fourteen billion cigarettes smoked last year 





By C. W. Baines 








IGARETTES handicap in some way every one 
who smokes them. It is a habit—with its at- 
tendant evils, the saloon and vice—that is sap- 

ping the mental and moral stamina of America’s young 
men, gnawing at the very vitals of their physical well- 
being ; more deadly in a way than intoxicating drink, 
because indulged in by much greater numbers, and 
because the cigarette habit, begun in boyhood, often 
sends the young man to the saloon later on to appease 
the abnormal appetite created by the cigarette. 

Cigarette smoking is also increasing crime, making 
criminals and sending more of our boys to the police 
and juvenile courts than all other habits combined. 
It is impossible accurately to determine the exact 
influence of any one habit in leading to crime, but it 
is significant that the familiar yellow-stained fingers 
mark almost every boy on trial in our courts charged 
with crime. One city magistrate says: ‘‘Out of 3700 
boys brought before me charged with various crimes, 
295 were cigarette smokers.’’ The cigarette fiend is 
practically certain to become a young man who places 
a very low estimate on virtue. 

Teachers all over the land recognize the cigarette 
as the school’s deadliest foe, and confess without 
reservation that they find it practically impossible to 
educate a cigarette smoking boy. In fact, a physi- 
cian, a specialist, of country-wide regutation, puts 
cigarette smoking down as ‘‘one of the chief causes 
of insanity.’ 

The arguments advocated by cigarette devotees de- 
fending their use are foundationless to any one at all in- 
formed on the subject. Statements founded on physical 
reasons are ahasteniy baseless. Cigarette smoking 
does not aid digestion, nor do cigarettes preserve the 
teeth ; they do not disinfect ; the fact of the business 
is that tobacco is not a. remedy for anything—unless 
it be the one thing vouched for by our friend, the 
late Mrs, Carrie Nation, when she said, ‘‘I never 
knew of but one good use that tobacco was put to, 
and that was to kill lice on cows,.’’ 

Yes, strange as it may seem, Uncle Sam still does 
a rushing, ever increasing tobacco business, as a 
study of ‘*Uncle Sam’s Tobacco Account”’ for the 
fiscal year 1913 will show. The figures given in the 
‘‘Account’’ have been compiled from reports given 
by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and De- 
partment of Commerce and Labor. The very magni- 
tude of these figures stagger the mind. 

These official reports tell us that we manufactured 
693, 384,529 pounds of tobacco (plug, twist, fine-cut, 
snuff, etc.), or 1,899,683 pounds per day. 


Our cigar consumption was by far the greatest ever 


known in the history of the cigar business. We 
‘*smoked up’’ 8,887,301,900 cigars ; that is to say, 
we burned out 24, 348,772 cigars each day of the year, 
~——an increase over the previous year of 1, 397, 302, 000. 
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The largest increase, however, is noted. in the case 
of cigarettes. Of these we consumed the amazing 
number of 14,530,486,200,—an increase of 2, 186,- 
633,708 over the previous ‘‘ banner cigarette year.’’ 
This means that we smoked 39, 809, 551 ‘‘ coffin nails’’ 
each day. The money value of our 1913 cigarette 
crop was no less a sum than $72,781,626. 

To take care of this rapid increase in the number 
of cigarettes consumed last vear, a conservative esti- 
mate is that it must have required that at least 1,500 
American boys fall victims to the devastating cigarette- 
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smoking habit each day of the year. Not only so, 
but it is unquestionably true that the habit is annually 
sending to the saloons at least 100,000 (one in five) of 
these boys to keep up the grind of the ‘‘gin mills,’ 
to be turned into drunkards and bums, who will 
populate our jails, mistreat their wives, neglect their 
children and disgrace their homes and parents a few 
years hence. Dr, Dennis of Cornell Medical School 
says: ‘' Zhe tendency to beer drinking is greatly 
strengthened by cigarette smoking, because this habit 
becomes almost constant, causing a dryness of the 
throat and fauces, and hence irritating the throat.”’ 

We also produced 218, 106,984 pounds of smoking 
tobacco ; and for making cigarettes and cigars 196, - 
807,761 additional pounds of tobacco was used,—so 
we had 414,914,745 pounds of ‘tobacco to burn’’ 
last year. The total value of this mountain of to- 
bacco was the stupendous sum of $742,978,015 ; that 
is to say, each day in the year our American people, 
men renowned for their business acumen, destroyed 
by fire 1,136,752 pounds of tobacco, representing an 
expenditure of $2,035,556. 

For manufactured tobacco we spent last year $651, - 
540,771 ; to this we must add our cigar bill, amount- 
ing to $452,089, 405, and then for cigarettes the debit 
would be $72, 781,626,—thus you have Uncle Sam’s 
total tobacco bill for the year amounting to $1,176,- 
411,802, or $3,223,046 per day, On this business 
Uncle Sam collected his Internal Revenue toll of 
$76, 789, 424.75, an increase of $6, 199, 273.15 over the 
previous year. Surely there is some truth in the ac- 


_ cusation : ‘‘We are fast becoming a nation of ‘sots’ 


and ‘walking chimneys.’”’ 

Is it not about time that our Sunday-schoo! leaders 
were beginning to sound the warning to the boys 
within her walls? Do we believe that the Sunday- 
schools are watchmen which God has stationed on the 
walls of Zion to give warning of the approach of the 
enemy when discovered ? 

But we have been dealing largely with money values 
and financial wastes in the paragraphs preceding. Let 
me Call the attention of our fathers and mothers and 
Sunday-school teachers to another account, ‘‘ The 
School Boy and the Cigarette,’’ here shown, present- 
ing a loss more precious than gold, and which any 
true parent will prize above all the dollars they may 
have stored away in bank safety deposit vaults, in- 
vested in stocks and bonds, or represented by houses 
and lands : the luss of the mental faculties, the physical 
make-up and the moral character of their sons—and 
daughters. Did you know that girls and young 
women now consume millions of cigarettes annually ? 

Cigarette smoking is that habit which lessens the 
efficiency of our boys. I think the facts, which are 
but the record of actual observation and -investigation 
in a city public school, and which could be dupli- 
cated by a similar investigation in hundreds of others, 
are so plainly and graphically set down in the chart 
presented herewith that any comment seems unneces- 


sary ; but we do covet a close study of the facts by 
Sunday-school officers and teachers, parents, public 
school officials and teachers, and all those interested 
in the ‘‘ boy problem.’’ Please do study the chart ; it 
contains a lesson for you ! 

It presents a grave indictment against the cigarette, 
even though it be true that it may not have been 
smoking alone which led to the results shown on the 
chart. 

Another unauthoritative statement prevalent among 
young men, as fallacious as it is prevalent, is that 
cigarette smoking, while injurious to boys, does not 
harm young men. This is not borne out by facts and 
investigation. 

Study with me another account, ‘‘Smoking as a 
Handicap in College,’’ also shown on this page, which 
will indicate the fallacy of such statements. Note, 
first, that these were college young men, not boys. 

These 201 college students were divided into three 


groups : 


Habitual smokers.,. . . 41 students, . . 20.4% 
Occasional smokers, . . 52 students, . . . 25.9% 
Non-smokers,. . .. . . 108 students,. . . 53.7% 


Note that more than one-half of the men who pur- 
sued their studies to the point of entering college were 
non-smokers, (Non-smpokers enter college about one 
year younger than smokers). 

Of the total college enrolment, 31 students were 
either dropped or required to take an extra year to 
complete the prescribed course of study. Of these 
31 men, — 

The habitual smokers (20.4%) supplied 16 students, or 51.6% 
The occasional smokers (25.9%) supplied 8 students, or 25.8% 
The non-smokers . . (52.7%) supplied ‘7 students, or 22.6% 

While the smokers constituted but. 46.3% of the 
student body, they supplied more than 77% of the 
dull students of the institution. Many. of them lost a 
year before entering college, and then required an 
extra year to complete the course. Smokers leave 
college about two years older than non-smokers. 
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In this college 41 men were classed as athletes, as 
follows : 


Habitual smokers, . .. .. . 2 9 men 
Occasional smokers, . 15 men 
Non-smokers, . . . 17 men 


The smokers alinitich 24 5 euhlenes in all, or 58% 
of the athletes, —25.9% of their enrolment. The non- 
smokers furnished 17 men out of their enrolment of 
108. While lessthan 16% of the non-smokers were 
athletes, yet they won nearly one-half, or 41.9% of all 
athletic honors. 

Harvard University records show that for fifty 
years past not one tobacco user has stood at the head of 
his class, although five out of six (834%) Harvard 
students use the weed. 


Newport News, Va. 





Further facts about the cigarette evil and some fine teach- 
ing material, the superintendent or teacher will find in ‘‘ The 
Cigarette,’ by the author of the above article. ‘‘ The Cigar- 
ette’’ is a series of twenty-two charts, in the form of blue- 
prints, graphically setting forth the baneful effects of cigar- 
ette smoking. The three charts reproduced in connection 
with this article are included in the book, They are large 
enough to be used by the teacher before the class, and sup- 
ply a fund of fact and illustration that will enable any super- 
intendent or teacher to hold the attention of the school or 
class in anti-cigarette teaching... This book of blue-prints 
can be obtained from The Sunday School Times Co., at $1 
per copy, postpaid.—The Editor. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M, Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


VERY now and then some city gets so vice rid- 
E den that the citizens rise up in righteous wrath 
and sweep out the men who are making all the 
trouble. The city of Evanston, Illinois, had such 
an experience a few years ago. Evanston is the 
seat of the Northwestern University, and the charter 
of that university has in it the provision that liquor 
shall not be sold within four miles of the campus. 
Despite this provision, a great many ‘blind pigs” 
had established themselves in various places, and 
gradually became so bold that they were intolerable. 
A few citizens came together and formed an associa- 
tion, and proceeded to act swiftly and resistlessly. 
Within twenty-four hours thirty deputy sheriffs in 
automobiles swooped down upon all these places of 
the lawbreakers at once, and took them all into cus- 
tody. The courts, however, did not deal very hard 
with the offenders, and the nuisance broke out afresh. 
The citizens now decided to make a clean job of it, 
and carried on two electoral campaigns, and annexed 
all the land where the lawbreakers had established 
themselves. This final action was so decisive that 
the lawless element gave up the fight and disap- 
peared. Determined attack on evil men is ofttimes 
the only way to rid ourselves of their poisonous and 
corrupting presence. Jesus set us a good example in 
his courageous atlack on the men who were com- 
mercializing the temple in Jerusalem. 


The Teacher's Survey 
{The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times.] 

There are three distinct passages to be considered: 
(1) The incident of the fig-tree. (2) ‘he cleansing of 
the temple. (3) The question of authority. It will 
probably be better to consider the incident of the fig- 
tree as a whole, rather than to consider the cursing 
of it, then the temple cleansing, and later the dis- 
covery of the withered tree. ‘This is the plan fol- 
lowed in ‘*‘ The Class in Session.” 

Jesus’ conduct in attacking the temple grafters isa 
splendid illustration of the attitude that Christianity 
must take in regard to social injustice, and where 
practical this application of the incident may be very 
effectively used. 

Abundant material to help in the temperance ap- 
plication of the lesson will be found in this issue. 
Facts and figures on the cigarette evil are presented 
in the article by Mr. Baines on the facing page. Nug- 
gets of recent temperance facts are given on page 465, 
and questions are discussed by Mrs. Stevens on page 
467. Inthe Open Letter on ‘‘ Pittsburgh and Prohibi- 
tion” the question of national prohibition is discussed 
and the notable resolution adopted some months ago 
by the Pittsburgh Board of Trade is reprinted on 
page 466. In the article on the Chicago Convention 
(page 455) the Editor tells of the great Temperance 
Rally on the Sunday afternoon of the convention, ad- 
dressed by national leaders inthe fight against liquor. 


The Class in Session 

Monday and Tuesday of Passion Week are the two 
days when Jesus appears before the Jewish nation in 
the temple, and makes, as it were, his last stand and 
appeal. His teachings on Tuesday are reported most 
fully by the Gospel writers. Dr. Thomas’ prepara- 
tory paragraph suggests many references which will 
guide to a simple and a clear conception of the way 
the known events of Passion Week are grouped. 
Probably most of the Passover pilgrims had to find 
lodgment outside of the city walls. Jesus was for- 
tunate to have as friends Lazarus’ household in 
Bethany, only two miles away. Was the hunger 
that he felt a real hunger, or was this a bit of para- 
bolic acting in his coming tothe fig-tree ? Dr. Thomas 
(Monday. study) suggests various explanations, and 
Dr. Riddle also (v. 13). 

We may believe that Jesus was never acting, but 
that this was a perfectly natural hunger of his. It 
was not quite the season for figs, but here was a 
fig-tree that gave promise of figs. If it had leaves it 
should have had figs (Dr. Mackie, paragraph 1). 
The hungry man is disappointed. At once there 
flashes into his mind the perfect parallel between 
this tree and the Hebrew nation, which appeared 
religious but produced no real fruit. He visits on 
the tree the curse that shall be visited on Israel. 
The disciples hear it. Mr. Gordon, makes keen ap- 
plication of this to our lives (paragraphs 5-7). The 
next morning, coming again on that same path, the 
disciples see that the fig-tree is withered up. Peter 
speaks of it, and Jesus uses the occasion to teach 
them the power of faith to effect results in the ma- 





(Temperance Lesson.) 


a 
LESSON 6. AUGUST 9. THE BARREN FIG TREE AND THE DEFILED TEMPLE 


Mark II : 12-33. Commit verses 22, 23 
q Golden Text: By their fruits ye shall know them.—Matthew 7 : 20 


Read Matthew 21 : 12-32 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 11 ; 12-26.] 

12 And on the morrow, when they were come out from Beth- 
any, he hungered. 13 And seeing a fig tree afaf off havin 
leaves, he came, if haply he might find anything thereon : cal 
when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for it was 
not the season of figs. 14 And he answered and said unto it, 
No man eat fruit from thee henceforward for ever. And his 
disciples heard it. 

15 And they come to Jerusalem: and he entered into the 
temple, and began to cast out them that sold and them that 
bought in the temple, aud overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the seats of them that sold the doves ; 16 and-he 
would not suffer that any man should carry a vessel through 
the temple. 17 And he taught, and said unto them, Is it not 
written, ' My house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
the nations ? 2 but ye have made it a den of robbers. 18 And 
the chief priests and the scribes heard it, and sought how they 
might destroy him: for they feared him, for all the multitude 
was astonished at his teaching. 

19 And S every evening * he went forth out of the city. 

20 And as they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig 
tree withered away from the roots. 2r And Peter calling to 
remembrance saith unto him, Rabbi, behold, the fig tree which 
thou cursedst is withered away. 22 And Jesus answering saith 
unto them, Have faith in God. 23 Verily I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou taken up 
cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall 
believe that what he saith cometh to pass; he shall have it. 
24 Therefore I say unto you, All things whatsoever ve pray 
and ask for, believe that ye 5 receive them, and ye shall have 
them. 25 And whensoever ye stand praying, forgive, if ve 
have aught against any one ; that your Father also who is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses .6 

IIs. lvi 7. 2 Jer vii. xr. 3Gr. whenever evening came. *Some 
ancient authorities read they. 5 Gr received. © Many ancient au- 
thorities add ver. 26 But if ye donot forgive, neither por Tort vr Father 
who is in heaven forgive your trespasses. Comp. Mt 6 15; 18. 35 


ihe American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons, 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 

Verse 14.—Why did Jesus thus curse the fig-tree, in 
view of the statement (v. 13) that ‘*it was not the season 
of figs’’ ? (Riddle, vs. 13, 14, 21; Ridgway, 1; Gordon, 
1-4; Mackie, 1; Thomas, Monday; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 15. Who were these people who were buying 
and selling in the temple? Why did Jesus cast them out? 
Why did they permit Jesus to act with such authority ? 
(Riddle ; Ridgway, 2; Gordon, 10, 11; Thomas, Tuesday; 
Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 17.—To whom was Jesus speaking at this time? 
Where was it written, ‘* My house shall be called a house of 
prayer,’’ etc.? How had the temple been made ‘‘a den 
of robbers ’’ ? (Riddle ; Gordon, 11; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 19.—How much time was meant by ‘‘every 
evening ’’? Where did Jesus go when he left the city ? 
(Riddle ; Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verse 21.—Why did Peter address Jesus as ‘* Rabbi’? ? 
(Riddle.) 

Verse 22.—What connection was there between Peter’s 
comment about the fig-tree and Jesus’ command ‘* Have 
faith in God’’? (Riddle ; Gordon, 8, 9; Thomas, ‘lhurs- 
day ; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 24.—What did Jesus mean by ‘‘all things’’ in 
this promise about prayer offered in faith? (Riddle ; 
Thomas, Friday.) 

Verse 25.—Why did Jesus urge the necessity of forgive- 
ness here? Why is verse 26 omitted from the Revised 
Version ? (Riddle ; Thomas, Friday.) 

Verse 28.—What did the chief priests and others mean 
by ‘* these things ’’ which Jesus did? Why did they chal- 
lenge his authority to do them? (Riddle; Mackie, 4; 
Thomas, Saturday ; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verse 30.—What did Jesus mean by ‘*‘the baptism of 
John’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 31.—What had these scribes not believed about 
John’s message? (Riddle ; Thomas, Saturday.) 

Verse 33.—Why was Jesus unwilling to tell by what 
authority he did what he did ? (Riddle ; Thomas, Saturday.) 








terial world. He assures them that real faith in God 
can accomplish the impossible (Thursday study and 
Dr. Riddle on v. 22). He uses a figure of speech 
that was in common use to illustrate the limitless 
power of faith (Dr. Riddle, v. 23), and shows that 
faith and forgiveness must go hand in hand (Friday 
study). 

But now to turn back a moment, for the discovery 
of the withered tree was on Tuesday morning. On 
Monday. Jesus had a strenuous experience in the 
temple. The love of money is the root of all evil, 
and covetousness had produced a shameful invasion 
of commerce within the precincts of the temple, where 
it was unlawful (Tuesday study and Dr. Mackie, 
paragraphs 2, 3; Dr. Riddle, v. 15). This would 


. 





a 









have been impossible except for the consent of the 
priests. Jesus’ courage is seen in the impulsive and 
resistless passion with which he attacks this outrage. 
It served notice afresh on the national leaders of his 
claims and presence. (Again Dr. Gordon presses 
home the application to our own living, paragraphs 


10-13). The result on them was not repentance, but 
a hardening of their determination that Jesus must 
be disposed of (Dr. Riddle, v. 18). 


This was on Monday. ‘The next day the priests 
approach Jesus with the request that he give his 
authority for his conduct (Dr. Riddle, v. 28; Saturday 
study). His reply to their demand for his credentials 
Dr. Thomas calls brilliant (Saturday study). He asks 
them what acre authority was, and neatly places 
them in a dilemma from which they cannot escape. 
When a man will not admit that he is in error upon 
proof that he is so he demonstrates his moral incom- 
petence and deficiency (Dr. Riddle, vs. 29-33). Thus 
again Jesus’ enemies retire defeated. 


The Lesson Summary 

We can come to an understanding of these last 
days of Jesus’ life and his conduct in the temple at 
this Passover only by keeping in mind that he knew 
ge ro what the outcome.of it all was to: be. 

e had one task before him now,—it was to ‘make 
absolutely plain to the national leaders and -to-all 
the world what the issue between himself and sin 
was and is. 

Israel /ooked to be a religious nation ; there were 
the costly temple, the trained priests, the sacrifices 
and the great concourse of people at the Passover. 
But Israel was just like that fig-tree. If you looked 
to find the real fruit of spiritual life, faith, hope, 
charity, you would not find it. 

Where pure worship should have been there was 
money-loving and dishonesty and irreverence,— 
leaves, but no fruit. God has only one word for 
such a situation, and that word is a withering curse. 
History shows the withered Jewish nation. And 
each one of us must look to-his own life to-see if 
there is a repetition on a single and individual scale 
of this same sad story of outward show and inward 
poverty of soul. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Where did Jesus spend the evenings of these early 
days of Passion Week ? 

2. Why was that fig-tree a picture of Israel in those days ? 

3. What fruit had Israel #0¢ produced ? 

4. What do you consider as some of the fruits of re- 
ligious living ? 

5. Why should fruitless trees and persons be removed ? 

6. What was Christ’s attitude toward public graft ? 

7. Why did the priests not answer Jesus’ question about 
John’s authority ? 


Other Teaching Points 

A great many people make the bitter error of separating 
religion and living, and despite the constant warnings it is 
a constant sight to see the error made, 

‘The Christian world as a whole has not yet come toa 
true mental conception of Jesus, The meek and lowly 
Nazarene is a popular phrase, but conveys the wrong im- 
pression. Jesus spent much of his ministry in fierce com- 
bat, mental and personal, and defiantly stood for right in 
the very center of the stronghold of the enemies of right. 

The penalty of hypocrisy is always a withering and a 
death. There is no escaping the elemental laws of life, 
and this is one of them. It holds in every department of 
living. We must produce the ‘*goods.’’ 

Maybe the reason why we have not produced as good 
results as we have hoped for is our lack of confidence in 
God, and maybe it is because God cannot assist men who 
cherish hatred and an unforgiving spirit toward others, 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Matthew 21 : 33-46.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. | 
We are miuch quicker at seeing the faults of other people 
than we are at seeing our own, It is easier for us to see 
the failure that Israel made than it was for them to see it. 
Jesus tried to make them see what they were doing in re- 
jecting him, and to this end he used a parable that ought 
to have been unmistakable. 
1. Compare this parable with Isaiah § : 1. 
2. What fruits should Israel have shown ? 
3. In what sense is Jesus a cornerstone ? 
4. In what sense is he a crushing- blow to those on 
whom he falls ? 
5. Can you discover in the lesson : 
Wasted time ? 
A shakeup? 
A comeback ? 
A bad scare? 


Evanston, ILL. 






Acted Teaching 


By S. D. Gordon 


ESUS was not thinking chiefly of the fig-tree 
when he cursed it. is thoughts went much 
deeper. He had come to it thinking that possi- 

bly a fig that had ripened early might satisfy his 
hunger. It was no defect in the tree that he found 
not even one fig. ‘The season was too early. 

But his heart is ‘full of the thing that stands out 
biggest these days,—the awful moral condition of 
the nation of Israel. The vine and fig-tree were 
common figures used in speaking of national condi- 
tions. A little while before this he had used a fig- 
tree as a symbol of the nation in the significant 
parable of the tree, fruitless for three years, yet 
graciously given a little more time before being cut 
down as useless (Luke 13 : 6-9). 

Now Jesus does a bit of acted parable teaching. 
He is teaching the coming generation the truth about 
Israel, the symbolical fig-tree, fruitless, withered 
from root to topmost twig. Israel had borne no fruit; 
plenty of leaves; showy pretensions; but no fruit of 
faithfulness to its national mission. It was a barren 
fig-tree, and the harvest-time much lengthened and 
very late. It had utterly failed of its purpose. 

ow it is—no, not cursed; it has cursed itself. Its 
actual condition is pictured by the withered tree. 
The climax of its traitorous unfaithfulness was 
reached in the unnatural killing of its King. Then 
it withered away as a nation, and has so remained 
ever since. 


God's patience is marvelous. But we don’t take in 
what patience is. We know the word, but not the 
thing, practically, It is largely an unknown quan- 
tity to us, an algebraic xory. Patience is love at 
its best; it is God at his best. | 

But patience runs its full course. Then comes Zhe 
reckoning time. Every man faces a reckoning, an 
inexorable, mercilessly just reckoning, omitting not 
one item or fact of his life. And he must meet that 
reckoning a/oue, if he has not already met it 7 Jesus. 
This is the double personal lesson of the cursed fig- 
tree,—a present patience beyond words, a coming 
rigid reckoning that can’t possibly be avoided. 


The Master still comes looking for fruit. He is 
hungry. He wants fruit. There may be spew 4 of 
leaves, but little fruit, or no fruit, or gnarly green 
fruit. ‘The tree looks pretty, but its life goes mostly 
or wholly to leaves. Nobody is fed by it. There 
must be pruning if there is to be fruit; and pruning 
with a sharp knife, too (John 15 : 1-6), Jesus has 
planned for rich fruitage (Gal. 5 : 22). Zhe test of 
the usefulness of one’s life zs the fruit. 


** Nothing but leaves! The Spirit grieves 
O’er years of wasted life ; 
O’er sins indulged while conscience slept, 
O’er vows and promises unkept, 
And reaps from years of strife— 


Nothing but leaves! Nothing but leaves!” 


How is the proportion of leaves and fruit in your fig- 
tree ? 


Probably the disciples didn’t understand the real 
meaning of the fig-tree incident. Maybe they 
couldn't. Wedon’t always. So the Master simply 
speaks of the power at work in the incident, the 
power of faith. Mind has limitless power over matter. 
Faith has limitless power over matter and difficulties. 
Yet the chief thing isn’t the faith ; it’s God. 

Faith ties us to God. And no hindrance can stand 
up before the man who is tied up with God so tight 
that no thin edge can get in between. ‘The space 
between God and the man measures the power of the 
hindrance,— no space, no power in the hindrance. 
Then faith sees God, bigger than any mountain, and 
laughs for joy over the assured outcome. 


And Jesus wasn’t thinking chiefly about the need 
of: cleansing the temple that particular morning. 
The same irreverent, God-forgetting, greedily-bar- 
gaining conditions had pained his spirit every time 
he had been there. ‘The place needed the cleansing 
surely. And he attended to cleansing it. But it 
would soon be as bad as ever, judging by experience 
(John 2: 13-16). His action was much more radical. 

e was doing a bit of preaching to the nation. It 
was acted preaching, done in true Hebrew fashion. 

The nation was in its worst shape morally,—greedy 
commercialism, materialism, formalism, and under 
all a horrible impurity, were eating like a gangrene 
at its very vitals. The case was desperate. ‘There 
was only one who could save it—himself. He was 
acting with kingly authority in this cleansing. He 
must be allowed to act with kingly authority in the 
national cleansing; it was the only hope. Only by 
the acceptance of himself as absolute monarch was 
there any hope for Israel. ‘This was the double na- 
tional lesson of the temple cleansing. 


Jesus comes into his temple—you and me. In the 
creative sense every one is his temple, until his time 
of probation has ended; in the fuller spirit sense his 
redeemed ones are. What does he see? We would 


better get off into some quiet corner, with the glare 
of the lower lights, and the blare of the street crowds, 
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shut severely out, ourselves alone with the Man who 
has the eyes of flame. 

Then we can see better under the surface, and 
then we can see better how much of the under things 
are sticking out on top. It is quite possible that that 
oe temple area before the cleansing will look 

airly respectable alongside a nearer temple area, 
when one’s eyes are opened. It’s not a matter of 
things, but of eyes; the things that defile are there. 
If the eyes might be opened to see. 


This was bitter eating for the Jews, the temple 
cleansing sandwiched in between the two parts of 
the fig-tree incident. It was a sandwich of black 
bread with bitter herbs for the filling of meat: hard 
eating. But bitter things eaten thoroughly tone the 
health. If only they had eaten this sandwich, and 
digested it ! 

Better take the truth that fits you, even if it’s very 
bitter. So come cleansing and health. Otherwise 
you may have to eat bitterest wormword when it’s 
too late to get the health. 

New York Ciry. 

% 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE accounts of Matthew and Luke are less spe- 
cific in regard to the succession of days than 
that of Mark. This clearly indicates that there 

was no public activity in the temple on the day of the 
triumphal entry. Hence the incidents in this lesson 
can be arranged with accuracy. 

Time.—On Monday and ‘Tuesday, April 3 and 4, 
A. D. 30. Verses 12-18 are to be placed on the former 
day ; verses 20-33 on the latter. These days, it is 
here held, were the 11th and 12th of the Jewish 
month Nisan. 

Places.— Bethany, a little less than two miles from 
Jerusalem, on the eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives. Zhe temple, at Jerusalem, in the outer 
courts, especially the court of the Gentiles, which was 
on the southern side of the enclosure. ‘The discus- 
sions on Tuesday probably took place in other courts 
or porches of the temple. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 12.—T7hey: Jesus and the Twelve (v. 11). 
From Bethany: Where they had lodged. 

Verse 13.—A fig tree: Matthew indicates that it 
was a single one, and ‘** by the wayside,” hence not 
private property.—//aving leaves : It is implied that 
this gave promise of fruit.—He found nothing but 
leaves: hether, in the limitation of his humanity, 
he expected to find fruit is uncertain. In any case 
the incident was to teach an important lesson.—WVo/ 
the season of figs: The full season had not yet come, 
but this tree, probably in some favorable spot, gave 
promise. ‘There are several other explanations. 

Verse 14.—No man eat fruit from thee: Peter 
calls this a curse (v. 21). See further on that verse. 

Verse 15.—Began to cast out; From the court of 
the Gentiles. Compare an earlier cleansing of the 
temple (John 2: 14-16), at the first passovcr of the 
public ministry.—Z7hat sold... and bought: Oxen, 
sheep, and doves were dealt in, for sacrificial pur- 
poses. This was not only a profanation of the 
temple, but the privilege of trading was bought of 
Annas the high priest and his family. It would now 
be termed ‘‘ graft.”"—Moneychangers: The temple 
tribute was payable in Jewish coin, and these ‘‘ money- 
changers” supplied it in exchange for Roman money. 
No resistance seems to have been offered. The trad- 
ers were probably conscious of their wrong-doing 
and certainly overawed by the authority and dignity 
of our Lord. 

Verse 16.— Carry a vessel: Thus making a com- 
mon thoroughfare of a sacred place. 

Verse 17.—/s it not written: The first clause is 
cited from Isaiah 56: 7; the second from Jeremiah 
7: 11.—A den of robbers : Using the place where the 
Gentiles were allowed to worship as a market, thus 
robbing them, as well as acting like robbers in their 
general avariciousness. 

Verse 18.—The chief priests and scribes heard it: 
The language of Jesus was addressed to the ** multi- 
tude,” but some of the Jewish rulers were present. 
Two classes of the Sanhedrin are here mentioned. 
Matthew tells of other occurrences at which they took 
offense.—Might destroy him: The Sanhedrin had 
already determined that he should be put to death 
(John 11 : 53).—For they feared him: On account of 
his influence on the multitude, who were as/onished 
at his teaching. 

Verse 19.—Every evening; Greek, ‘‘ Whenever 
evening came.” ‘The better supported reading gives 
the more general sense. Probably Jesus and his dis- 
ciples spent ‘‘every evening” of that week in Beth- 
any (comp. Luke 21 : 37). 

Verse 20.—/n the morning » Of Tuesday. 
is more exact than Matthew. 

Verse 21.—Xabdz-: This form of address was prob- 
ably called forth by the evidence of power. Probably 
Peter was thé source of information for Mark.— 
Cursedst: Our Lord's act was a judicial word and 
act of condemdation. ‘That it symbolizes the judg- 
ment on the Jewish people is generally admitted. 


Mark 
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Verse 22.—Have faith in God: The prediction im- 
plied in the withering of the fig-tree would lead the 
disciples to doubt and a sense of weakness ; hence 
the necessity for faith. 

Verse 23.—Say unto this mountain: An Oriental 
paradox occurring several times in the New Testa- 
ment. The reference is either to the Mount of Olives 
or more probably to Mount Moriah, the site of the 
temple. ‘ 

Verse 24.—A// things: This phrase is limited b 
what follows. But such faith is in accordance wit 
the will of God, and thus fanatical abuse of the prom- 
ise is excluded. 

Verse 25.—Forgive, if ye have aught against 
any one: Comp. Matt. 5 : 23; 6: 14. ot only faith 
and believing rare is neceasary for them, but a for- 
giving spirit. This thought may have been sug- 
gested by the apparent severity of the judgment 
upon the fig-tree.—Five of the weightiest Greek 
manuscripts omit verse 26, which was probably taken 
from Matthew 6: 15. 

Verse 27.—The chief priests: All three classes of 
the Sanhedrin are named here, and by Luke also. It 
was probably a formal delegation to officially ques- 
tion foons. 

Verse 28.—By what authority doest thou these 
things ? * These things” refers to his cleansing the 
temple and to his teaching. The Sanhedrin had the 
official right to challenge the authority of Jesus. 
What followed proves that they had not the moral 
right to do so, 

Verse 29.—/ will ask of you one question: This 
counter-question was intended to prove their moral 
incompetency to decide the question of his authority. 

Verse 30.— The baptism of John: As representing 
his entire ministry. It is implied that the authority 
of John and of Jesus himself were to be classed to- 
gether. 

Verse 31.—Reasoned with themselves: The di- 
lemma is plainly stated.— Why did ye not believe 
him? They had not accepted John as a teacher sent 
from God. 

Verse 32.—7hey feared the people: The construc- 
tion is changed in Mark’s account. 

Verse 33.— We know not: This was false.— Neither 
tell J you: This refusal was in accord with the ques- 
tion proposed by our Lord. He had proved their 
moral incompetency to question him. ‘The time had 
not yet come to declare his authority. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Shrewd Quaker.—// haply he might find any 
thing thereon (v. 13). eeing a good healthy tree 
with a fine show of leaves, the Master had a right 
to expect fruit had he not? ‘‘Fruit” is expected 
from you for the same reason (Luke 6 : 44; Rom. 
1:13). My grandfather, John Bishop, had a shot 
tower in Philadelphia a long while ago. He was a 
Quaker, and when the war of 1812 broke out he felt 
he could not make shot to killfolks. He had a young 
man in his employ named Thomas Sparks. ‘‘ Thom- 
as,” said grandfather one day, ‘‘I want thee to buy 
me out.” ‘*What, Friend Bishop! me? I have no 
money, as thee knows.” ‘*’Thomas, how much has 
thee saved?” ‘‘ Only three hundred dollars,” ‘* Well, 
thee can pay me that, and thy notes for the balance. 
Thee has been fruitful on thy small salary and I can 
trust thee for bigger things. ‘This business is going 
to be very profitable because ofthe war.” And it was. 
Thus came the celebrated Sparks shot and Sparks 
millions. ‘The manin whose business you are planted 
will look for fruit. He wants to find something on 
you beside foliage. So does God. Good clothes are 
all right, but if Sunday is only a day of duds you are 
in the barren fig-tree class for the fig-tree finish. 

Business.— Cas? out them that sold...and...bought 
(v. 15). When you call merchants, bankers and 
stock dealers thieves, you will be blamed for using 
strong language. That was the condition of all busi- 
ness then—and now in non-Christian lands. The 
Oriental will ask for ten and sell for one, depending on 
how ‘‘easy” you are. Caveat emptor, let the buyer 
beware, used to be the mottoof business. The custom 
still lingers in the horse trade—and automobile busi- 
ness! The moral sense of the people never so high 
as now, thanks to religion. Vox Populi is saying to 
all kinds of business, ‘t Now will you be good!” In 
politics we will ‘‘recall” you. In business if you don’t 
mark prices in plain figures and sell to all alike we 
will not deal with you. Sand our sugar, tallow our 
butter, adulterate our food, we will fine you and jail 
you. Much evil. Yes, but more righteousness than 
ever at the heart of us. Christianity is a splendid 
cleanser but the sin-stained race is stubborn stuff and 
it takes time. But the ‘'den of thieves” is no longer 
among those {who sell and buy and change money 
(2 Cor. 8: 21; Phil. 4 : 8). 

The Old Conductor.—7he fig tree... is withered 
away (v. 21). Thus the finish. I am on the Black 
River railroad out of Utica, N.Y. The conductor has 
just been through. He has six medallions set in his 
left sleeve. When he came for my ticket I put out 
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hand and said, ‘‘ Shake, old fellow.’’ He 
ea surprised shake, ‘+I always consider 
it an honor to take the hand of a man witha 
marked sleeve. Only a choice man can keep 
on a job thirty years.’”” You ought to have 
heard his pleased laugh. A fig-tree on a 
pranch road of the New York Central bear- 
ing fruit regularly for thirty years. Up there 
in the smoker, with red eyes anda Fourth of 

uly breath, is another old man. His clothes 
and face tell the whole story. That fig-tree is 
withered away. Yet that old soak no doubt 
had the promise of fruit thirty years ago 
when he wasin histwenties. My conductor 
has gone the life trip up and down the rails 
hand in hand with the President. Old Soak 
jn the smoker is withered and ready for the 
fre—unless! Well there is nowadays a Man 
te cure trees (Luke 5 : 31, 32). 


The Countryman.—// we shal/ say, From 
heaven ; he will say, Why then did ye not 
believe him (v. 31). I always enjoy seeing 
how nicely the young carpenter from up 
Galilee could tie up the smart ones of Jeru- 
salem when they set their ropes for him. 
Every once in a while some smart gne from the 
city gets to Joneses Corners. We fellows 
surely do enjoy ourselves when he tackles 
Horace Crosby, farmer, philosopher, preach- 
er, organist, choir leader, janitor of the little 
chapel by the pump. Horace lives on the 
farm with his mother, An ‘‘old bach”’ for 
that mother’s sake. He spends the winter 
by the fire with his apples, ekate nuts and 
books. He reads and thinks, preaches and 
prays. Beware, professor, a four square farmer 
like that. Suppose he does put his panta- 
Joons in his boots and wear celluloid collars, 
this country fellow lives close toGod. It is up 
in ‘‘ Galilee’ that real men with real brains 
bubble forth, and it is the stream from this 
fountain that saves the city, 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
4 
The IHustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this depariment. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Bottle - Emptying,— Ay their fruits ye 
shall know them (Golden Text), There is 
acertain brand of whiskey which advertises 
a ‘‘non-refillable’’ bottle to protect the con- 
sumer from being sold an inferior whiskey 
in a second-hand bottle. The liquor firm 
behind it has made a specialty of this ** non- 
refillable ’’ bottle, and given it such publicity 
that a cartoonist with a keen mind seized on 
the idea the other day to point a needed 
moral, He drew the ‘* non-refillable ’’ bot- 
tie giant size, tilted in the air, and from it 
pouring out in a torrenta comfortable house, 
a happy family, an office desk, a library of 
books, hosts of friends, and so-forth, with 
the legend, ‘*This is the Genuine ‘ Non- 
Refillable.’ Once you pour it out, you can 
never fill it again,’’? Yet the cartoonist over- 
looked the miracle power of Christ, who can, 
even here, restore the years that the locust 
hath eaten.—From Forward. Sent by F. 
J. Saxton, Galway, N.Y. The prise for this 
week is awarded to this t/lustration, 


The Reason.—Sy their fruits ye shall 
know them (Golden ext). A bit of evidence 
concerning liquor-selling is furnished by a 
manufacturer. Seeking in a certain neigh- 
borhood for a new situation for his plant, he 
announced at the start that he would con- 
sider only those towns that license the sale 
of liquor and would pledge themselves to 
continue todo so. The reason he gave is 
that in no-license communities he has found 


my 


it impossible to get the necessary women | 


and girl laborers. In such communities 
women do not have to go out to work ; their 
husbands or fathers support them.—From 
The Youth’s Companion. Sent by Anna L. 
Dreyer, Zabor, lowa. 


Spirit-Fruit.—Zy their fruits ye shall 
know them (Golden Text). 
for many years been a great sufferer said,” 
after a visit from the sainted Dr. Chalmers, 
“Oh, yes, I am better this afternoon. Mr. 
Chalmers has been here to-day, and he never 
comes but after he is gone I think that is 
just how Jesus would have come to see me; 
that is just how Jesus would have spoken to 
me; that is just how Jesus would have 
looked.”? God help us so to live that people 
who remember us will also remember Jesus 
Christ !—From Record of Christian Work, 


Sent by. Nellie Bushnell West, Hartford, 
Conn, : ' 


Do and Say.—Ay their fruits ye shall 
hnow them (Golden Text). 


** Two brothers once lived down this way, 
And one was Do and one was Say. 
If streets were dirty, taxes high, 
Or schools too crowded, Say would cry, 
‘Oh, whatatown!"’ But Brother Do 
Would set to work to make things new. 


And while Do worked, Say still would cry 
* He does it wrong. I know that I 

Could do it right." So all the day 

Was heard the clack of Brother Say. 

But this one fact from none was hid, 

Say always talked, Do always did.”’ 


—Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


The Way of Disaster.—1/y house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all the na- 
tions, but ye have made it a den of robbers 
(v. 17). ‘The proper piace for the ship to be 
is in the water, but if the water gets into the 
ship, the ship will sink, The proper place 
for the church is in the world, but if the 
‘*world’’ gets into the church, the church 
will go down in disgrace.—From Western 
Christian Union, Sent ly Mary E£, Wat- 
son, Hartford, Conn, 


Before the Wind Changes.— 7herefore J 
say unto you, All things whatsoever ye pray 
and ask for, believe that ye receive them, and 
ye shall have them (vy. 22). It is said that 
the wardens of a church once called upon 
their pastor during a long and severe drought 
and requested him to offer up a prayer for 
rain. ‘** Well,’’ he said, ‘‘I can offer the 
prayer, but it is of no use while the wind is 
from the East.’’ Just because our faith is 
largely of that nature, we look to the east 
wind instead of to God for the effectiveness 
of our prayers.—From The Religious Tele- 
scope, Sent by Madge M. Sachs, Towanda, 
Lllinois. . 

bd 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


EAR the southwest corner of the Tem- 
ple area, as shown on our map, is the 
point of a V, its arms reaching east- 

ward across the Kidron valley to the slope of 

















MAP PATENT NO, 656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 

Olivet. We will stand at the V’s point and 
face the east, so as to have within our range 
of sight exactly that ground which is included 





A lady who had | 


between the V’s arms. 

Dazzling sunshine floods the flat stones 
| paving a level space of ground around us. At 
| our right a strip of pavement is shadowed by 
the long, arched portico of a stone building— 
a Moslem mosque. Beyond the paved ground 
a little plot is planted with olive trees ; then 
we look across an open space (it really is the 
Kidron valley, but the valley bed is so far 
below as to be quite out of sight) to the long 
upward slope of the Mount of Olives. Orchards 
of the trees that gave the hill its name cover 
parts of the slope. Some space is used for 
enclosed gardens. We can plainly see where 
| two roads climb the hill, one of them leading 
up toward its crest, where some large church 
and monastery buildings stand conspicuous. 
‘Three tall towers rise into the sunny air. 


| position last week was near the road which 
we now see at the left. 
the road at the right is the one by which our 
Master used to come over from Bethany (see 
George Adam Smith’s ‘* Jerusalem,’’ Vol. II, 
p. 560). Perhaps the fig-tree referred to in 


one of those very fields which we see before 
us now. 

This level ground where we are standing 
was in Mark’s time part of the Temple pre- 
cincts—probably included in the Court of the 
Gentiles. Mark, we remember, had been 
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brought up here in Jerusalem. Without any 
doubt he personally knew this outlook of ours 
across to Olivet, as well as you know the out- 
look across your street at home. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘Old Temple 
Grounds With Olivet and the Bethany Road 
at the East.’’ 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons of the 
year. The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the 
lesson places read. Fort weight places are being 
visited during 1914 ; the forty-eight stereographs 
cost $8.00, and if all are ordered at one time 
a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given free. 
‘Twelve places will be described with the lessons 
of this third quarter; cost The five for 
August alone, 84 cents. Less than five in one 
order cost 20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 85 
cents each, Postage or express is prepaid on 
all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be 
obtained. Plain slides, 50 cents each; sepia- 
tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are : plain 
slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; 
colored, $1. Address ‘The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


F HAPLY he might find anything thereon 
(v. 13). Oriental custom allows a pass- 
ing traveler to pluck and eat a few figs 

or grapes within reach by the road-side. It 
was at best a mere possibility of finding a 
few figs out of season, as the regular fig crop 
of the land would not be ripe till July, 
August, or September, according to the 
elevation of the locality above the sea. ‘The 
handful sought might be a few neglected 
figs still remaining on a winter fig-tree of 
which there are a limited number of trees, 
or there might be found a few of the freak- 
like early figs which bulge out long before 
the others, and usually fail off before ma- 
turity is reached, In either case the law of 
the fig-tree held good, that where there are 
green leaves there should be fruit also, the 
two advancing simultaneously. The half- 
withered tree mentioned in ‘Luke 13: 6-9 
was to be treated hopefully, and coaxed back 
into life and fruitfulness. There wasarustle 
of the Pharisee about the other. 


Overthrew the lables of the moneychangers 
(v. 16). To Jewish devotees from foreign 
lands it would be a convenience to find near 
the temple such changers of money who could 


dues and animals of sacrifice. 
would be a lucrative one, encroachment would 
proceed until such traffic became tolerated, 
to the benefit of the temple authorities within 
the sacred precincts, 
paid for position, the amount to be charged 
for sacrifices would also increase, until the 
house of prayer became a den of robbers. It 
was the financial value of holy places in Pal- 
estine and the extortionate treatment dealt 
out to Russian pilgrims by Turkish officials 
and Christian monks that gave Russia an ex- 
cuse for military interference, and thus pro- 
voked the Crimean war. To-day Mecca is 
the top-notch of such pious extortion. Juda- 
| ism is still exercised over the problem of co- 
| ordinating ‘‘religious’’ scrupulosity with 
financial profit. 

A quaintly solemn meeting of synagogue 
authorities was recently held in London to 
consider the scandal created by some Jewish 
butchers in selling common meat without 
sufficient indication that it was not soshker or 





Both those roads (as the map tells) lead to | 
Bethany over at the other side of Olivet. Our | 


It is probable that | 


Mark’s story may have grown at the edge of | loss might ensue to the butchers, 


ceremonially passed by the Jewish inspector. 
Some had been selling hind-quarter meat 
without the fiddling extraction of ‘‘ the Jacob 
sinew ’’ (Gen. 32 : 32). And still worse, 
some had sold kidneys along with their fat 
that belonged exclusively to the sacrifice 
offerings of the temple before A. D. 70. The 
discussion went on in prosaic English, with 
the motor-cars of civilized men waiting at the 
door, until it was decided to compromise on 
the hind-quarter as a concession to modern 
secularity, but the second abomination was 
| to be absolutely forbidden, whatever trade 

There is 
| sometimes a touching and hopeful resem- 
| blance between Jewish and Christian. ‘* diffi- 
| culties *? and the way of disposing of them, 


(v. 28). 


Authority descending from a souree 





above question or comment was the ruling 
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fact in Jewish religious life, just as whatso- 
ever was in itself true, beautiful, and of good 
report claimed the obedience of the Greek 
spirit. It was a case of signs versus wisdom 
(1 Cor, 1: 22). Paul united both in his 
declaration that the gospel message com- 
mended itself to every man’s sonscience in 
the sight of God (2 Cor, 4: 2). 

To-day in the feasts of Passover and Atone- 
ment without Paschal lamb or burnt-offering 
it is declared and accepted on synagogue 
authority that the Israelite who reads through 
the prescribed liturgies of commemoration 
has performed an act as acceptable to God 
as if the sacrifices had been duly offered. 

It is this well-known compliance of the 
Jews with synagogue edicts, whether good 
or bad, that does much to keep alive a 
ignorant and superstitious people the absur 
charge of what is called the * blood libel.’’ 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt, 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Lord Jesus, 


our hearts are epee to-day for thine own life 
of faith. ‘Thou hast not taught us by word alone, 
but by a Jiving witness unto the very end. For- 
give our unfaith, our blind fears, our cruel dis- 
trust of thee. Lord, why should we doubt thee ? 
‘Thou hast spoken with authority the words of 
life : and those who have no ears to hear may 
indeed yet have eyes to see what thou hast done 
as Lord and Saviour for many a needy soul, 
May we rest in thee, in a faith that is not our 
own, but thy very own, made ours by thine own 
indwelling. Inthy dearname we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—You wouldn’t think 
it a light matter, would you, to admit that 
you have ups and down in your belief that 
Christ is as good as his word ? You wouldn’t 
be quite ready to come right out and say that 
sometimes he tells the truth and sometimes 
he doesn’t? No, that .would seem too 
dreadful for any one to say. But what of the 
real distrust that never gets into words, but 
into our thoughts, our feelings, our actions? 
Why, there are days when some of us liye in 
such a fever of anxiety and restless hurry as 
could mark only those who distrust the man- 
agement of a Christian’s life by the Master, 
We take this whole matter of faith too lightly. 
It’s a pretty serious thing to lack faith, 
Why, here in this lesson faith isn’t made a 
take-it-or-leave-it addition to the Christian’s 





supply in current value the coins for temple | 
As the post | 


With the higher price | 


By what authority doest thou these things ? \ of Christ. 


equipment; it is commanded as something 
| we must have. And why shouldn’t we? 
We cannot charge God, or Jesus Christ, or 
the Holy Spirit, with unfaithfulness, No, 
we are to defeve, and just cast ourselves out 
| upon the upholding love of God. 


WEcan HAVE FAITH 


THROUGH CHRIST 











We must have faith if we are to know or 
to have anything of God, Therefore we can 
have faith. Oh, no, not just of ourselves! 
But Christ, if we are willing, gives us the 
faith that he knows we must have. Is your 
life all in a tangle to-day? Are you in the 
fog ?> Let’s ask Christ xow to change all that 
for.us, and to give us the faith that he longs 
to have us know and use, if we will let him 
in his fulness, Wall our pastor lead us in 
prayer? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns ana Psalms 


‘* Fight the good fight with all thy might."’ 

‘* I need thee every hour.”’ 

‘* Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult.”’ 

‘* My soul, be on thy guard.”’ 

‘*O Jesus, I have promised."’ 

‘* Prayer is the soul's sincere desire."’ 

‘* Stand up, stand up for Jesus.”’ 

‘* Take my life, and let it be.”’ 

(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 87 : 1-7 (174 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 79 : 1, 8, 9 (161 : 1-3) 
Psalm 60 : 1-5, 11, 12 (119: 1, 4, 5, 11). 
Psalm 53 : 1-6 (111 : 1-3). 
Psalm 132 : 1-18 (285 : 3-5). 
% 





Riddile’s ** Harmony of the Gospels”’ 
| gives a clear idea of the events of the Life 
It may be had for 10 cent. in 
| <toth covers 25 cents, postpaid, from The 
Sunday School Times Company. 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
given in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
inthe home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they Should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,"" or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 





epartment Helps 








32. A Queer Little Empty House 


HEN you walk along the street and 
see an empty house with a ‘for 
rent’’ sign on it, don’t you always 

wonder who lived in it before, and who will 
come to live in it next ? 

Down by the creek I found a funny little 
round house, It was empty, but there was 
no ** for rent’’ sign on it; nobody will ever 
live in it again, 

Here itis! A snaii shell, you would call 
it. The suail is dead, so you cannot see 
what a strange creature it was; but the 
queerest thing about it was that it carried its 
house around on its back. 

We would hate to do that with our big | 
houses, wouldn’t we? But you see asnail’s 
house is only a little bit larger than it is ; | 
and God had it fastened to its back so it | 
- could crawl into the house as quick as a 
wink when any danger came near, 

You see a snail has no bones in its body, 
no way to fight; it cannot bite, nor sting, 
nor run away, for it moves very, very slowly. 
So God in his kindness gave it a stout little 
house to creep into and be safe from all 
harm. And the shell is pretty inside and 
out, isn’t it? 

This is just another one of our heavenly 
lather’s tender mercies to all his works, 
Why he made snails at all Ido not know, 
ut we'll find out when we get to heaven, 
won't we? 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 





By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EMPERANCE TEACHING,—God cares 
ET how we use the temple of the body. 
Review.—Can you tell about the pro- 
cession to God’s holy temple? Let all who 
desire march and wave hands, as if carrying 
palms, and when they return to their seats 
let them sing a praise song, as the children 
did in the temple. ‘* Enter into his gates 
with thanksgiving and into his courts with 
praise,”’ 

Jesus loved that temple. When he was a 
tiny baby his parents carried him there for a 
blessing. When he was twelve he went with 
Mary and Joseph on the feast days. This 
time the procession sang: ‘* Behold! thy 
king cometh unto thee! Hosanna in the 
highest ! 

This Week's Lesson Story.—All day the 
crowd stayed around the temple. In the 
evening Jesus and his disciples went back 
to Bethany to sleep. Jesus stayed in the home 
of friends, Lazarus and Mary and Martha, | 

Day after day he went back to the tem- 
ple to teach the crowds, who gathered early 
in the morning to hear him, Each night he 
returned to Bethany. . 

As this is fruit season, show several kinds, 
and talk of how they grow. Were you ever 
disappointed, . expecting to find fruit on a | 
tree, but there was none, or it was spoiled ? 
Mention briefly the incident about the fig- 
tree, leaving time for the special temperance 
teaching. 

One morning during the long walk Jesus 
felt hungry, and expected to find figs on 
a tree along the way, but he found nothing 
but leaves—no fruit. The disciples heard 
him say, ‘* Let there be no fruit on thee for- 
ever.’’ Then they went on to the temple. | 

Some people had grown so careless about 
God’s temple that they bought and sold | 
sheep and lambs or doves right by the tem- | 
ple. Cooing doves, bleating sheep, and | 
rattling of money, as they changed it, dis- 
turbed those who had gathered to worship. 
It seemed like a market in the temple. 
Jesus couldn’t bear to see God’s temple used | 








| perfectly until the skin becomes 
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and those who bought and sold there, 
said, ‘‘ My house shall be called the house 
of prayer, but you have made it like a den of 
robbers.”’ 

The faultfinders heard what he said, and 
they were angry. When Jesus came again 
the next day they tried to trap him with hard 
questions, 

When Jesus and his disciples passed the 
fig-tree they saw that it had withered from 
the roots, When Peter asked Jesus how it 
happened, he said, ‘* Have faith in God.”’ 

Trees are known by their fruits. People 
are known by what they do. Jesus said, 
** By their fruits ye shall know them.’’ 

Temperance Teaching.—Valk of the nat- 
ural skins of fruit, in which the juice is kept 
broken, 
Talk of the body in which each of us grows. 
God wants it for his temple, and he says: 
**The temple of God is holy, which temple 
ye are,”’ 

Motto for first and secomd year Primary : 


** My body is God's, for he gave it 
All pure and he made it for use , 
He wants me to keep it and save it 
From all kinds of harm and abuse.”’ 


What was God’s temple in Jerusalem for? 
Worship, prayer, and praise. Repeat, ‘* The 
Lord is in. his holy temple.’’ 
grieved because people carried wrong things 
into God’s temple of marb‘e and gold, how 
must he feel when people put harmful things 
into the temple of the body? There are two 
sets of doors, the lips and the teeth, which 
can guard the things which people eat and 
drink. Every child ought to be strong 
enough to close: those doors against every- 
thing which will harm or spoil the body, 
which is God’s temple. 

Motto for third year Primary : 


** My body is a temple 

To God it does belong 
He bids me keep it for his use ; 

He wants it pure and strong. 
Whatever harms my body: 

I will not use at all. 
Tobacco is one harmful thing, 

And so is alcohol."’ 
Into my mouth they shall not go. 
When tempted I will answer ‘ No,’ 
And every day I'll watch and pray, 
‘Lord, keep me pure and strong 

alway.’ ”’ 


(This motto can be secured on small cards 
for twenty-five cents per hundred from W. B. 
Jacobs Co., 802 Hartford Building, Chicago. ) 

Everybody living was once a dear baby 
whom somebody loved. The heavenly Father 


is grieved when he sees how many people | 


have spoiled their bodies by alcohol and to- 
bacco, or other things that harm. He is 
grieved when a child begins a bad habit. He 
is pleased when he sees boys like Daniel’s 
Band, who refuse to eat ot drink that which 
will harm, Tell briefly of Daniel’s Band, 
and for hand-work provide pretty cards on 
which to write, ‘*I want to be a member of 
Daniel’s Band.’’ Leave space for signing. 
CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


Teach—t. A tree is known by its fruit. 
2. That which produces evil fruit is an 
evil tree and must be cast down. 


HE father of one of my girls has a fruit- 
farm in Texas. How do you suppose 
Eva’s father decides which is his finest 

apple tree? He has planted his acres to ob- 
tain splendid apples ; what, therefore, would 
he do if a tree bore no fruit? But before 
cutting it down, in every way in his power he 
would try to help the tree to bear. The girls 
suggested ways of helping : fertilizing, spray- 
ing, grafting; and if these failed the tree 
would be cut down. Read Matthew 7: 
16-20. Underline verses 16 and 20. 

One day Jesus went toa fruit-tree, and what 
did he find? Read the verses, Mark 11 : 12- 
14, 20, 21. Explain the growth and preva- 
lence of the fig-tree. Explain Jesus’ reason 
for expecting figs. 

When God ‘‘plants’’ a girl in. a home 
garden he expects good ‘‘fruit’’ from that 
tree. Name some ‘‘fruit’’ that such a 
‘*tree’’ might produce. Sometimes habits 
of the girl must be “trimmed off’’ and she 
must be cleansed of sin before the good fruit 
is produced. Jesus Christ can cleanse the 
‘*life-tree’’ and make it produce good fruit. 
That was a beautiful basket of fruit which you 


that way, so he drove out the money-changers took to Helen. 
He | your life such beautiful ‘fruit’? for Jesus 


If Jesus felt , 






Can you produce from 


Christ ? 

A good government helps men and women 
in many ways to produce good fruit,—the 
schools, the churches, charitable organiza- 
tions, Federal Department of Commerce and 
Labor and Agriculture, etc. But there is 
one great black ‘‘ blight’’ which is spoiling 
the fruit of millions of lives in our country, 
What is this great ‘‘blight’’? Let us see 
for a moment some of the evil fruit. 

Alberta’s clipping, sent to her during the 
week, was called ‘* Saloon Fruit,’’ from the 
Scientific Temperance Journal (May, 1914, 
Boston, 60 cents a year), It told of the 
children born in the family of a man 
who, after marriage, became a drunkard. 
The first child was normal; the last, a 
physical and moral degenerate, who had to 
be constantly watched to prevent his killing 
his brothers and sisters and setting his home 
on fire. Penal institutions and institutes for 
insane and feeble-minded are full of such 
fruit. 

In our own neighborhood, yesterday, we 
saw this ‘* blight’’ spoil a young life, 

A young fellow of twenty years, under the 
influence of liquor, smashed his employer’s 
automobile and then shot himself rather than 
face the consequences. 

And an unknown woman, nicknamed 
** Alcohol Jennie’’ by neighbors who saw 
her daily enter a tavern in a distant section 
of the city, was discovered to be an only 
daughter in a refined home in a quiet, re- 
spectable neighborhood, It is one of the 
worst features of this ** blight ’’ that it attacks 
not only the ‘*trees’’ by the wayside, but the 
**tree’’ in the beautiful ‘‘ garden,’’ 

‘Throughout our country, men and women 
are working to stamp out this alcohol blight. 
Can you name three great organizations 
working for this purpose? Let us see what 
our nation ‘is doing. How are President 
Wilson and Secretary Bryan helping by ex- 
ample? What has our Secretary of the Navy 
done and why ? 

Alberta’s clipping from the same magazine 
told of the necessity for steady nerves and 
clearness of vision in aiming our great guns 
and the prohibition of alcohol in our navy. 
Recall the fact that even as far back as the 
Norsemen some of their great sagas spoke 
against alcohol for the sailor. 

Jennie’s clipping (same magazine) told of 
the emphatic opposition of our Indian Com- 
missioner, and his reasons for opposing it, as 
seen from the effects on Indians. 

Ada’s clipping (from a daily paper) told of 
West Virginia’s new independence day, 
when that state ** went dry.”’ 

Women have always had a great part in 
this' work, Faithfulness to your ‘* White 
Shield League’’ and the remembrance of 
your responsibility not only for your own 
good fruit, but your help in killing any 
‘*blight’’ that prevents good fruit in an- 
other’s life ; these two are your responsibili- 
ties after to-day’s lesson, 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Matthew 21 : 33-46; Luke 20: I-19, 

Answer these questions: How is this a 
picture of the history of Israel? Where was 
this ‘*vineyard’’? How was it hedged in? 
Tell some ways in which Jehovah showed 
his special care for Israel. Name some 
**servants’’ sent. Who is the Son? Does 
God’s work suffer if we reject the oppor- 
tunity to work? Who is the loser? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


as E ARE now studying the events in 

Jesus’ last week of earthly life,’’ 

said teacher last Sunday as we 
began the lesson ; and he said it so impres- 
sively that we all began to pay attention at 
once. ‘*This lesson is about what he did 
on the Monday and Tuesday of crucifixion 
week,’’ he went on, ‘‘and things were hap- 
pening thick and fast.’’ 

The first question, about where Jesus 
made his home during this closing week, 
was Carl’s. He told quite a little about 
Bethany, and Martha and Mary and Laz- 
arus, and how fine it was that Jesus had 
such friends near Jerusalem to shelter him 
at this time. 

Next we read the first three verses of the 





lesson, about the fig-tree, you know; and 
teacher showed us a dandy picture .of: the 
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Mount of Olives,! taken from the temple 
yard. He thinks the fig-tree stood not fay 
from the Bethany road that shows in the 
picture, and the level space right in the 
foreground may have been the place where 
they were selling stuff in the temple courts. 

Teacher called for Fred’s question, why 
Jesus was hungry in the forenoon, and Fred 
explained that they generally had breakfast 
late in that country, and as this was very 
early in the morning, Jesus was probably 
walking in to the city before breakfast. 

Bert had studied up all about fig-trees, so 
teacher called for that next. Bert says the 
figs come on the trees before the leaves do, 
and that sometimes the figs hang on all win- 
ter. He told lots of other things about ft, 
too, that I can’t remember now. 

Teacher asked a lot of questions about the 
tree; why Jesus expected figs on it so early 
in the season, why he cursed it, what ha 
pened to it, what lesson he taught the disci- 
ples from it, and a lot more. ’ 

He made out that the tree was a kind of a 
hypocrite, making great professions but no 
fulfilment. He says that is one great danger 
about a professing Christian, that he will 
profess only, like the tree, and produce no 
fruit. Te asked us what fruit a Christian 
ought to bear, and after quite a discussion 
we decided it is to really do what God wants 
us to do, instead of joining the church and 
then just doing as we please. 

Teacher says Jesus used this fig-tree as a 
kind of object-lesson to teach the Pharisees 
how dangerous it was to do the way they 
were doing. Jesus meant that the Jewish 
nation was like that fig-tree, lots of religious 
show, but no real righteousness nor obedi- 
ence to God. 

He also used it to teach the disciples a 
lesson on faith. Peter was surprised next 
morning when he saw the fig-tree withered 
up already, just from Jesus’ speaking to it, 
Then Jesus told them what faith in God will 
do. He said it would even move a moun- 
t.in; but Skinny, who had a home question 
about that, doesn’t think he meant a real 
dirt mountain, because we wouldn’t ever 
need to move that. 
any difficulty or trouble that looks as big as 
a mountain, and I think so too. 

Teacher says God has moved several such 
mountains for him, and that we shall have 
the same experience if we really believe 
God’s Word. 

Bumps answered his question about the 
two conditions of answered prayer. He said 
Jesus taught that forgiving people is almost 
as important as having faith, and teacher de- 
clared that you just can’t have real faith if 
you’ve got any hate in your heart. The two 
don’t go together. He told how once he 
had a quarrel with a fellow, and just as long 
as he felt mad at the man he couldn’t seem 
to take any interest in his prayers at all; but 
just as soon as he forgave him, then his 
prayers went all right again. He thinks 
hate is just like poison and makes your soul 
sick, 

When we got done with that we read the 
part of the lesson that tells about cleansing 
the temple, Teacher called on me; so I 
explained how they came to let such things 
in there, to make it handier for the people 
who wanted to sacrifice, you know; and 
then how it got to be a regular graft, the 
dealers paying the priests a rake-off if they 
wouldn’t accept any animal for sacrifice ex- 
cept those bought in the temple. This gave 
them a chance to charge just as high a price 
as they pleased. So the whole bunch was 
getting rich, 

** No wonder Jesus called it a den of rob- 
bers,’’ exclaimed Bert. 

‘*Aw, that answers my question, why 
Jesus didn’t want these things in the tem- 
ple,’’ declared Bulldog Jones. 

** Partly,’’ replied teacher, ‘* but there was 
another reason besides their dishonesty. 
Look at his words carefully.’’ 

Bulldog soon saw the part about the house 
of prayer, and we had just started to talk 
about how to treat God’s house, when the 
bell rang. 

‘*A good rule is to treat God’s house so 
that you will always feel God’s presence 
there,’’ said teacher, in closing. Then he 
put it on the board this way : 





GOD’S HOUSE 
SHOULD IMPRESS 


GOD’S PRESENCE 











'See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,’’ page 461 im 





this issue 


He thinks Jesus meant. 
























IQI4 


-mple 
ot fax 
n the 
n the 
vhere 
uits. 
, why 
Fred 
ik fast 
very 


bably 


eS, SO 
s the 
s do, 
win- 
ut ft, 


ut the 
early 
hap- 
disci- 


l ofa 
it no 
unger 

will 
e no 
istian 
ssion 
vants 
and 


asa 
‘isees 
they 
wish 
Zious 
bedi- 


les a 
next 
ered 
oO it, 
| will 
oun- 
stion 
real 
ever 
leant. 
ig as 


such 
have 
lieve 


the 
said 
most 
* de- 
th if 
two 
> he 
long 
eem 
but 
his 
inks 


soul 


the 
sing 
so I 
ings 
ople 
and 
the 
they 
ex- 
save 
rice 
was 


rob- 


why 


em- 
was 
sty. 
use 


talk 
the 


- so 
nce 
he 











LESSON FOR AUG. 9 (Mark 11 : 12-33) 


uestions for next week are : What called 
forth this parable? Explain the different 
rts of the vineyard mentioned. Who do 
the different persons in the parable stand 
? It what way were the Jewish leaders 
destroyed? Who has God let out his vine- 
rd to now? What is the meaning of the 
stone in verse 42 ? In what way has Christ 
become the head of the corner ? 


Outline of Pucker’s Lesson. 


j. Beginning. 
Nearness of the crucifixion. 
Where did Jesus make his home during 
this week ? 


Il. The Sin of Hypocrisy. 
Read first three verses. 
Show stereograph. 
Why was Jesus hungry in the forenoon? 
What can you tell about fig-trees ? 
Why did Jesus expect fruit on this tree? 
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Why did he curse it ? 

What happened to it? 

What was he trying to teach the Pharisees? 

What fruit ought a Christian to bear? 

What lesson did he teach the disciples? 

What is meant by a mountain ? 

What two conditions of answered prayer 
did he give. 

Illustrate by instance from teacher's life. 


Ill. The Right Use of God's House. 

Read verse 15-17. 

How did such things come to be in the 
temple. 

Why did Jesus call it a den of robbers? 

Why did he not want such things in the 
temple ? 

How ought we treat God's house? 

Illustrate with blackboard sentence. 


1V. Home- Work. 
Assigned questions. 
West TERRE Hautes, IND. 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





Demanding Reality of Life 


HE events of the Week of the Passion 
are given in great detail and the record 
is very full. After Christ’s return to 

Bethany on the evening of the triumphal en- 
try, early the next morning he left again for 
Jerusalem, where he spent each day teaching 
and reasoning. The present lesson includes 
three separate though connected incidents 
(Mark 11 : 12-33). At each point of the 
story careful comparisons should be made be- 
tween the various accounts. See Stevens 
and Burton’s *‘ Harmony of the Gospels’’ 
(sections 120-123, Scribners, $1); Riddle’s 
“Outline Harmony of the Gospels,’’ (sec- 
tions 115-118, ‘he Sunday School Times Co., 
Io cents and 25 cents); Croscup’s ‘* Histori- 
cal Chart,’’ (sections 132-135, The Sunday 
School Times Co., $1); Stirling’s ‘* Atlas of 
the Life of Christ’? (p. 25, Nos, 10-16, Re- 
vell, 40 cents); Vollmer’s ** Modern Stu- 
dent’s Life of Christ,’ (pp. 212, 214, 215, 
218, 219, Revell, $1). 


Daily Studies 

Monday.—Read verses 12-14. See also 
Matthew 21: 18, 19. The time was March 
or April, and the earliest figs were not ripe 
until June. Christ’s hunger, while the natu- 
ral expression of his humanity, was made/use 
of to teach his disciples. The circumstance 
of having leaves was a promise of fruit, for in 
fig-trees the fruit comes first. If it had been 
the time for figs Christ would have found 
figs as well as leaves, and would not have 
had occasion to notice the abnormal foliage. 
This incident shows clearly our Lord’s per- 
fect humanity in its jimitation of knowledge. 
One writer suggests that Christ was not ex- 
pecting to find figs to satisfy bodily hunger, 
for his mind was set on higher things, of 
which his hunger was made the occasion, It 
iscertainly true that he had a higher hunger 
in those days, though this does not set aside 
his real humanity. The same writer says 
that in his coming Christ was composing 
part of his parable, in the searching for fruit 
another part, and in the sentence on the tree 
yet another, Our Lord’s words in verse 14 
Suggest an answer to ‘‘the silent challenge 
of the tree.” They express the wish, which 
in verse 21 is interpreted as a curse. In 
Matthew they are a prediction: ‘* Let there 
be no fruit.” It ought to have had fruit, for 
it would only be blameless if it had no leaves. 
From the leaves Jesus had been led to expect 
fruit before the time. This seems to have 
been the only miracle of judgment, and was 
intended to teach his disciples. We shall 
See this further in later verses. 


Tuesday. —Read verses 15-17. See Matthew 
21: 12-17; Luke 19: 45-48. It is evident 
that there was a regular market for the sale 
of things required for sacrifices, and also 
money-changing within the precincts of the 
temple. This was pretty certainly the Court 
of the Gentiles, and it has been proved that 
the whole was under the regulation of and 
worked for the profit of the priests. See 

ersheim’s ‘* The Life and Times of Jesus 
the Messiah’? (Book III, Chap. V, Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 2 vols., $2; abridged in 
I vol., $1). This lucrative trade was thus 
dealt with by Jesus, whose action ought to 
ave tended to arouse the hardened *con- 





Sciences of the rulers, and would probably 


also be welcome to the people who had been 
suffering from extortion. ‘The question has 
been raised whether this is the same event as 
that recorded by John (chap. 2: 13-17), but 
there seems no reason why the same action 
should not have been repeated during Christ’s 
last entry into the temple. At the outset of 
the ministry the action was a claim to Mes- 
siahship, and then after three years the action 
would mean another deliberate claim, in 
thorough harmony wiih the events of the tri- 
umphal entry. A comparison of the words 
of Christ in the two passages shows that 
during the three years the practise had be- 
come even worse, for on the second occasion 
Christ said that they had made the temple 
**a cave of robbers.’? There are other points 
of dissimilarity, and thus everything shows 
the perfect naturalness of the two cleansings, 
one at the beginning and the other at the end 
of the ministry. The reference to prophecy 
is to Isaiah 56: 7, and there is also an allu- 
sion to Jeremiah '7: 11. The description, 
**a cave of robbers,’’ clearly shows tyranny 
and extortion. 

Wednesday.—Read verses 18, 19. This 
action of Christ necessarily aroused oppo- 
sition (v. 18), but no immediate result took 
place because he evidently had the people 
on his side, and it is also possible that there 
was a majesty in Christ which overawed 
his foes a 18:6). Matthew’s account 
is so brief as to suggest that the cleansing of 
the temple court was on the day of the tri- 
umphal entry. Mark’s fuller detail shows 
that it was on the following day. But it is 
more than likely that the reference to chil- 
dren crying in the temple was connected 
with Christ’s action in cleansing it, for the 
rulers seem to suggest that the children’s 
voices were disturbing the sacredness of the 
temple, though all the while they were in- 
different to the desecration caused by the 
disgraceful traffic. But Christ soon met this 
objection with a reference to Psalm 8: 2. It 
is suggestive to note that each night Jesus 
went out of the city, presumably to Bethany, 
though some think that he passed at least 
one night in the Garden of Gethsemane (see 
Luke 21: 37). This quiet time for medita- 
tion and fellowship with God was particularly 
necessary after the stirring events and keen 
opposition of each day. 

Thursday. — Read verses 20-23. See 
Matthew 21: 20-22. The sequel to the in- 
cident of the day before. Matthew summa- 
rizes by speaking of the withering at once, 
but Mark gives fuller details, showing what 
happened the next day. In verse 14 the 
words ‘his disciples heard it’’ are the prepa- 
ration for verse 20. Peter is mentioned in 
Mark as the speaker, and this indicates the 
source of Mark’s material (see chap. 8 : 32). 
Christ’s rejoinder was an answer to the 
thought in Peter’s words, namely, ‘‘ How 
did so wonderful a result come to pass?’’ 
The lesson does not deal with unreal pro- 
fession, but with the power of faith to work 
miracles. And the symbolical expression of 
verse 23 may have been suggested by the 
Mount of Olives, over which they were cross- 
ing. It was a proverbial remark for the per- 
formance of an impossibility (see Matt. 17 : 
20; Luke 17: 6). This story of the cursing 
of the fig-tree is often made a great difficulty. 
The best interpretation seems to be that the 


fig-tree was a symbol of Israel. The Jews 
had leaves but no fruit, and thus his action 
was entirely symbolical,— what has been 
called ‘*an acted parable’’ of judgment on 
Israel because of unreality, At the same 
time our Lord teaches that the miracle of the 
withering shows there is nothing too hard 
for their faith. While Luke omits this inci- 
dent, he gives a similar parable in chapter 
13: 6-9, referring to the fruitlessness of Is- 
rael and the certainty of doom unless there 
was a change. Thus the only miracle of 
destruction wrought by Jesus Christ really 


It was a call to repentance, for Christ was 
still desirous to win them in spite of all that 
they had done and were doing against him. 


Friday.—Read verses 24, 25. These verses 
give the twofold application of the incident, 
one referring to the prayer of faith (v. 24), 
and the other to the attitude of forgiveness 
(v. 25). When Christ said ‘* Therefore ” 
(v. 24), he meant that the confidence has so 
great an effect. It is also noteworthy that 
we have first ‘*desire,’? then ‘* prayer.’’ 
And there is a distinction between ‘*‘ receiv- 
ing’? and ‘‘having.’? We are to believe 
that we receive at the very time of asking 
because our faith is grounded in the counsel 
of God, and then the real and actual be- 
stowal of the blessing asked for comes after- 
ward,—*‘ and ye shall have them.’’ To the 
need of confidence Christ adds another requi- 
site,—the necessity of a forgiving spirit (v. 
25). This would be appropriate to guard 
against the false conclusion from the occur- 
rence with the fig-tree (see Matt. 6: 5, 14, 
15). ‘* Your Father’’ is a name given to 
God here first by Mark, but a favorite term 
with our Lord (Matt. 6:9). Verse 26 is 
omitted in the two Revised Versions as an 
insertion from Matthew 6: 15, though some 
texts and scholars retain it. 


Saturday. — Read verses 27-33. . See 
Matthew 21 : 23-27; Luke 20: 1-8. At this 
point encounters began between Jesus and 
the Jewish authorities, and the various points 
are depicted with remarkable vividness. 
Hostility was rapidly coming to a head,. and 
if Jesus had not been so popular with the 
multitude the: rulers would soon have appre- 
hended him. They were thus compelled to 
do their best'to discredit him in the eyes of 
the people, 0 that his popularity might be 
destroyed. As he was walking and teaching 
(John 10 : 23) some representatives of eccle- 
siastical authority approached him with a 
double question: (1) the kind of. authority, 
(2) the source of authority... By inquiring 
into his claims they sought either to. find 
some ground of accusation or to awe him 
into silence, or else to discredit him before 
the multitude. ‘They were the official guard- 
ians of religion, and it was therefore essen- 
tial for them to know the warrant for all that 
he had done. One question was answered 
by another, and our j.ord’s inquiry was at 
once brilliant and particularly appropriate to 
the problem raised by the deputation. John 


outside officialism, since he appeared with- 
out their credentials, taught without their 
authority, and also denounced the religious 
rulers of his time. What, then, was to be 
the answer of official religion to a work like 
John’s? Was John’s authority from God or 
from man? If the former, the rulers would 
condemn themselves and also vindicate the 
claims of Christ. If from man, then the 
people would at once condemn them for so 
speaking of a movement like John’s, which 
every one felt was divine. If, too, they con- 
fessed that John’s work was from God, they 
would have to face the divine source of 
Christ’s own authority, to which John him- 
self testified. Their answer was a cowardly 
avoidance of the issue, and it is not surprising 
that Jesus Christ would not answer their 
question. By their admission about John 
they obviously destroyed all right to sit in 
judgment upon Christ. For a. while they 
had been inclined to accept John’s ministry 
(John 5 : 35), but as they had closed their 
eyes to the light they had at length become 
hardened. All this shows at once (a) the 
daring, (4) the craft, (c) the confusion of the 
rulers. 

Sunday.—Read the entire passage in the 
light of the Golden Text: ‘‘ By their fruits 
ye shall know them’”’ (Matt. 7: 20). Fruit 
is the expression of life, and each incident 
suggests its need and importance. (a) The 
fig-tree indicates fruitfulness in character ; (6) 
the cleansing of the temple, ‘fruitfulness in 
worship ; (c) the questioning of Christ’s au- 


constituted a message of mercy and grace. |. 


the Baptist’s recent ministry was equally. 
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(see Concordance), especially ‘the fruit of 
the Spirit’? (Gal. § : 22, 23). Observe it is 
**fruit,’? not ‘*fruits,’? because the nine 
points are part of one and the same cluster 
of graces which mark the true believer: (a) 
Three toward God; (4) three toward man; 
(¢) three toward self. e contrast between 
**fruit’’ and, ‘‘works’’ (Gal. §: 19) is also 
important. A further and important ref- 
erence to fruit is seen in John 15 : 1-6, 


Questions for Further Study 


1, The nature and power of faith. 

2. The essential requirements of prayer. 
See ‘‘Prayer: Its Nature and Scope,’’ by 
Dr, H. Clay Trumbull (Revell, 60 cents); 
**Quiet Talks on Prayer,’’? by S. D. Gordon 
(Revell, 75 cents); ‘* Prayer,’’ by James H. 
McConkey (this book will be sent without 
charge upon application to Fred Kelker, 
P. O. Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa.). 

3. The authority of Christ. Study this in 
the light of various other passages in the 
Gospels. 

4. The character of forgiveness. This 
should be looked at from the divine and the 
human standpoints, on both of which there 
is much in the Gospels. 

5. The three temples of Scripture: (a) 
Jerusalem (as here); (4) Christ’s body (John 
2: 21); (c) the Christian (1 Cor, 3: 16). 
Each suggests the same truths, as (1) the 
place of God’s presence, (2) the opportunity 
of God’s approach, (3) the revelation of 
God’s will, and the center of God’s worship. 
There are many interesting points of com- 
parison and contrast between these three 
temples. 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








he best possible assurance of regularity 
and profit in family worship rests in 
getting up early and promptly. Other 
conditions may help or hinder, but still it will 
be found true that most of the real difficulty 
is usually caused by delay in rising and dal- 
lying after rising. This applies also to suc- 
cess in many other things. One of the great 
English statesmen is reported to have made 
this reply to an inquiry as to his great accom- 
plishment, .‘‘I get my start before my oppon- 
ents and friends are awake.’’ 

The influence of a tardy example is no more 
harmful. and retarding than the helpful and 
inspiring effect of one who is always alert, 
prompt and early. 

I have a friend who was visiting in the 
home of one of Great Britain’s largest ship- 
builders. He was told that they would have 
prayers at such a time in the morning. Noth- 
ing was said as to the breakfast hour. He 
came down a few moments before the time 
set, and as he entered the dining-room found 
two servants seated near the table, who qui- 
etly bowed. Others then came in and the 
family and friends were all seated about the 
table at the exact time designated. Bibles 
were distributed in orderly and quick man- 
ner. A chapter was read, the others follow- 
ing the reading. A familiar hymn was sung, 
and then they kneeled as thé head of that 
family and the builder of some of England’s 
greatest ocean liners led in fervent, heart- 
consecrating prayer. In just as orderly man- 
ner servants went to their tasks, the meal 
was served, and the day’s duties begun; but 
my friend states that the impression upon him 
was profound and permanent. He saw the 
success and influence of a great business man 
who let God hold first place in his own life 
and the life of his entire household. 





August 3 to 9 
Mon.—Mark 11 : 12-26. The Barren Fig Tree 
and the Defiled Temple. 

‘** Nothing but leaves,’’—what a conditien, 
and how disappointing to the Master, who 
was hungry. He desired figs, but found 
leaves. The Master must be saddened to day 
in many human instances to find no fruit upon 
many a life which promises well in outward 
and distant appearance, but fails when scruti- 
nized and approached. ‘‘ By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask Christ to help 
us overcome temptation when the first inclin- 
ation comes to yield. Pray that victory may 
be gained by immediate action; pray for. 








thority, fruitfulness in conduct. Note-care- 
fully the various biblical ‘references to fruit 


power to anticipate templation and ‘* ever- 
come evil with good.” Ask Christ to reveal 












Some Wives Don’t 
Understand 


EW wives, however thought- 

ful, appreciate always the 
strain that business puts upon 
the nerves of men. When this 
strain is prolonged and nerve 
exhaustion begins to tell upon 
the general health, the system 
i1ceds prompt help. 


The grateful praise of Sanatogen, 
from hundreds of famous men and 
women, is based on its extraordinary 
success in feeding the exhausted nerves 
and cells of the system the very food 
they require; and on its remarkable 
power of instilling fresh vigor and 
endurance—not by mere stimulation 
but lastingly and thoroughly. 


When you consider that the letters of 
over 21,000 practising physicians ac- 
knowledge the revitalizing power of 
Sanatogen, is not YOUR confidence 
justified ? 


Sanatogen is sold by good druggists 
everywhere, in three sizes from $1.00 up. 


Sanatogen received the Grand Prize at the 
international Congress of Medicine, London 1913. 


Sir Gilbert Parker, M.P., the eminent 
novelist- statesman, w rites from London: 
**Sanatogen is to my mind a true food- 
tonic, feeding the nerves, increasing the en- 
ergy, and giving fresh vigor to the over- 
worked body and mind.’ 


Madame. Sereh Grand, the famous author 
he Heavenly ‘T'wins,”” writes : 

= teen has completely restored me to 

health after the worst nervous breakdown I 

ever had. It has made a new person of me.”’ 


aoe PO’ G EN 


ENDORSED 
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of health, the scientific ‘*‘HOW’"’ and 


THE BAU E R CHEMICAL COMPANY 


BY’... OV BR. 24,000 


Nerve Health Regained ’’—A handsomely illustrated booklet. 
“WHY” 





PHYSICIANS J 


The basic facts 
told here from the 
physician's point of view, are as remarkable as they are convincing. 


of Sanatogen, 


26 G Irving Place, New York | 
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A SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE, OF CULTURE, OF 
PREACHING, OF MISSIONS, OF 
METHODS. 
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PRAYER AND OF 


Men and-women who desire to unite studies 


with the most earnest religious spirit, are cordially and freely 


welcome. Interdenominational. 
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himself tous in the moment temptation as- 
sails, and fill our hearts with love to him, 
and desire to please him by conquering self. 


Tues.—Luke 13: 1-9. Judging the Fruitless. 

The trees of God’s planting are not for 
mere ornamentation, but for fruit-bearing. 
Those that bear not fruit are the ground en- 
cumberers. They draw nourishment from 
earth and sky to spend it solely on themselves. 
God has but one final word for such lives, 
**Cut it down; why doth it also cumber the 
ground ?’”’ 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Thank God for the 
blessing of the new day: for the rest and 
sleep of the night, with its wonderful power 
of renewing strength and reinvigorating the 
body and mind. Thank him for ambition 
and hope, for good-fellowship and friendship, 
for work and play, for food and shelter, for 
love and light and life. 


Wed.—Isa. 5: 1-7. Barren House of Israel. 

What a sad picure of unfruitfulness, and 
what a lack of gratitude. God gave every 
advantage to his chosen ones and did his full 
part, but they ‘* brought forth wild grapes,’’ 
One of life’s saddest pictures is that of the 
children of godly parents disregarding the 
laws of truth and purity acd bringing forth 
wild grapes. Such lives are not only self- 
destructive but cause unlimited sorrow, suf- 
fering, and disappointment. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Thank God for the 
constant and blessed friendship of Jesus 
Christ, for the love which he has shown us, 
and for the care with which he surrounds us. 
Thank him for trusting us as he does with 
responsibilities and labors, and for depend- 
ing upon us to accomplish so much of his 
work, Ask for faithfulness to prove our- 
selves worthy. 


Thurs.—John 15: 1-8. The Fruitful Life. 

Fruitful living depends upon abiding in 
Christ. We may have the leaves without 
this personal contact with him, but not fruit. 
This abiding life means the hidden sap which 
is the life of the vine, and the secret of the 
fruit. Abiding in Christ is also the secret of 
prayer-power. Asking does not mean obtain- 
ing unless we ‘‘ abide in him,’’ and we can- 
not *‘ abide in him,’’ unless ** his words abide 
in us,’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for a direct 
blessing upon the words of Scripture justread, 
that they may abide through the day; that 
they may come to mind when the heart ts 
tempted and disturbed. That they may be 
used to help and bless others! That they 
may become the expression of Christ in your 
daily acts even as through them you have 
gained his impression in your heart 


Fri.—1 Cor. 3 : 9-17. 

What a wonderful word-painter Paul was ! 
The human body and soul a temple of God. 
How wonderful to watch the construction of 
a beautiful church. How carefully each stone 
must be cut and properly placed until at last 
it grows into a perfect structure. We are 
God’s building. A false poor stone means 
reconstruction and removal. We must build 
aright every day. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ju the morning 
prayer try to anticipate some of the tempta- 
tions which will assail, that each one may be 
on his guard for God. Realize in prayer 
that wate hfulness is not simply a matter of 
keeping the eyes open, but of having the body 
and mind alert that we sleep not at our post. 
Pray for readiness, alertness, and power of 
TIstON, 

Sat.—1 Peter 4: 1-11. Revelling and Soberness. 

The power of prayer may overcome the na- 
tural tendency of a life to frivolity and mere 
pleasure. God can give victory to any and 
all, even to the transforming of the very nature 
but we must give him the chance. What a 
sad, wretched end stretches out before thie life 
of revelry and sin. ‘To arrest such a life and 
give it sober thought is invaluable and we 
ought to make the effort. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask God to open 
opportunities for helping others. Ask him 
to help you in introducing right topics of con- 
versation, Last evening, returning from a 
tent-evangel meeting in New York with a 
Jriend, we fell in with a lad of the navy on 
the platform of the elevated road, He was 
going back to the Brooklyn Navy Yard. A 
Jew words as to his ship led to a more serious 
word and he promised to begin to read his 
Testament again, We parted friends, Pray 
for chances. 
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Sun.—Isa. §: 11-17. Unsanctified Life. 

I have a reclaimed friend who tells the 
story of an artist who was w alking with a man 
who kicked a lump of blue clay into the gut. 
ter. ‘The artist picked it up and wrapped jt 
in his handkerchief, Later his friend ques. 
tioned him as to a beautiful little model jy 
his studio, ‘It is that bit of clay,’’ he re. 
plied, ‘‘I saw this figurein it.’’ ** This,” 
says my friend, ‘‘is what Christ saw in me,” 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Ask God for 
sense of his fatherliness, What would 4 
mean tous tf we really looked upon God a; 
an actual father. Many of us have lost, and 
for many many, years have never known a 
Jather’s love and devotion, Ask for an a. 
tual sense of the Heavenly Father’s love, 
Pray. that we may really love Christ more, 
that we may know and show that love, that 
we may feel and see his nearness, and re. 
spond to his devotion and affection, 
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The Haunted Oak 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


LOSE by my sleeping-porch grows a great 
(: white-oak tree. The spot where it 
stands used to be the end of a bare 
hilltop and the tree has accordingly grown 
more in girth than in height. In deep 
woods a tree spends all of its strength in 
growing straight up after light and air, and 
throws off no branches until its top is safe 
from the smother of the underbrush and the, 
near-by trees. I know a boundary elm in 
Connecticut that marks a corner of three 
farms and towers up fifty feet without a limb. 
Though it now stands in a bare pasture its 
great height shows that it began life in a 
forest. My oak, on the contrary, has always 
been exposed to the hilltop winds, and islow 
and thick with wide-spreading branches that 
come within five feet of the ground, and cover 
a circle of pethaps a hundred and fifty feet. 
The ridge on which it stands runs north and 
south. Itis the last large tree before the 
land slopes down to the valley below. ‘Lhis 
makes the tree a stopping-place for all the 
migrant birds as they pass north and south, 
Nearly every traveler stops there for break- 
fast and a little rest, During the migration 
weeks I can hear from my hammock at dawn 
a score of different bird-notes from that tree, 
which change every morning, On January 
27th a purple grackle perched on one of the 
bare top limbs and creaked away, pretend- 
ing it was spring. It was there I heard 
first black and white warbler, the first black- 


the 


throated green warbler, the drowsy ‘ zee, 
zee, zee’’ of the black-throated blue warbler 
with the square white patches on his wings, 


and the buzzing note of the little Parula 
warbler with his white wing-bars and orange- 
tinted throat, 

One morning I was waked up by a loud 
whistling, warbling note that had something 
of the quality of the robin, but was more like 
the deep, rich, alto joy-cry of the Baltimore 
oriole. Yet it was different from either. | 
finally rolled out of my hammock and peered 
up into the oak-tree. There on the topmost 
bough was a bird with black and white 
markings and a patch of beautiful rose on 
each side of his breast! It was the rose- 
breasted grosbeak caroling his way north, 
one of the most beautiful of all our birds. 

A few days ago I saw a pair of unwary 
robins building a nest between a dead limb 
and the tree-trunk just over the roadway. I 
wish I could have warned them that the old 
tree was haunted. Year after year I have 
seen birds build there. Once it was the 
little horse-hair nest with the beautiful blue 
speckled eggs of the chipping-sparrow. 
a tg ad season it was the little swinging 

bark basket of the red-eyed vireo. Again 











a pair of wood-thrushes made their nest of 
leaves and mud on a long overhanging limb 
and there guarded four sky-blue eggs. [he 


history of them all was the same. The nest 
would be finished and the eggs laid. ‘Then 
one day there would be sorrowful calis, the 


mourning of a mother-bird for eggs which 
lay shattered and broken, and the next day 
both the birds would be gone never to return. 

At first I thought of cats, those night-and- 
day killers which rank next to storms In 
thinning out our birds, yet a cat would have 
caught the parent-birds but would not have 
touched the eggs. Snakes also were not 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 9 


a possibility. To be sure a blacksnake is an 

-eater. On the authority of an old 
Sunday-school book, it is sometimes found 
jn woodpeckers’ nests by bad boys bent on 
junder and pillage. I used to study 
shudderingly a wood-cut in that book show- 
ing @ particularly dark blacksnake, which 
must have been about twelve feet long, dart- 
jng out at the face of a boy who was about 
to poke his hand into a hole where a flicker 
had its nest. I am free to say, however, 
that I have never found any such performance 
outside of that book. Moreover, no black- 
snake could or would live on the close- 
trimmed Jawn around my tree. I thought 
of weasels and skunks, but they are danger- 
ous only to ground nests, -If the place had 
been wilder 1 might have suspected some 
old crow with a heart as black as its feathers. 
Sometimes a crow will start an egg-route and 
plunder a whole line of nests, flapping from 
bush to bush like a black shadow of death. 
But no crafty crow would ever trust himself 
as close to a house as my oak-tree. 

Finally, early one May morning, I was up 
at dawn to take a bird-walk before breakfast 
and see the last of the migrants as they went 
through. Just as I was about to leave the 
shadow of the porch, I heard down in the 


(Mark 11: 12-33) 





valley the strange creaking note of the blue- | 
jay, like an unoiled hinge, Even as I looked 
I saw a silent band of four silver and blue | 
robbers flit suddenly up from out of the) 
shadows of the valley below. In a perfect | 
line they swung clear of the mist and headed 
straight for the home-tree. ‘lhe father-robin 
was in a near-by maple singing the dawn-song 
which it is the duty of every father-robin to 
sing just before sunrise. The mother had 
left the eggs fur a few moments and was 
hopping over the lawn with an eye open for 
early worms, In perfect silence the four 
pirates swooped down on the tree and 
boarded the unprotected nest. Right in the 
middle of an especially fine note the father- 
robin saw and started for them with a shriek 
that brought mother-robin up to the nest 
with one spring. It was too late. Every 
egg was pierced and shattered and two were 
carried off stuck on the beaks of the robbers, 
while tie others triumphantly gave the harsh 
war-cry that is so fearful to nesting birds. 
The robins did not chase them far. At | 
breakfast-time they were still sitting mourn- | 
fully beside the empty nest. By noon they | 
were gone never to return to a tree which 
was watched by thievish jays. 
PHILADELPHIA, 








Live Facts for Your Temperance Teaching } 





Muncie Drunk and Muncie Sober.—At 
arecent church meeting in Muncie, Ind., a 
teacher reported certain differences she had 
observed in the condition of her pupils before 
and after the closing of the saloons, 

When saloons were running children came 
to school too hungry and cold to work until 
they were fed. ‘There were little children of 
six and eight who had been without food one 
and two days, children in the bitterest 
weather without underwear, warm wraps, or 
whole shoes ; there were frozen fingers and 
toes to be treated; there were little faces 
discolored by blows,—all because of drink- 
ing fathers, and sometimes drinking mothers. 

After the saloons were closed not one 
child complained of hunger ; only one coat 
and one pair of shoes had to be furnished, 
and these to a fatherless boy ; there have 
been no frozen hands nor feet ; the children 
are comfortably clothed, even to mittens ; 
they furnish their own books, which many 
did not do before, and are regular in attend- 
ance, Their very air and manner is changed. 
Instead of cringing, as if expecting blows, 
they now have the confidence born of self- 
respect, because they are clean and clothed 
like other children, 

Muncie drunk had all the elements for 
producing undesirable citizens, Muncie dry 
is educating and training her quota of effi- 
ciency and respectability. 


Abstinence and Championship.—The 
fastest swimmer in the world, according to 
reports from England, is Jack Hatfield of 
Middlesbro, England. At twenty years of 
age he has broken the world’s record for a 
five hundred-yard swim, 

He has another record which both he and 
his parents believe has a close relation to his 
swimming record. le is a life-long ab- 
stainer from alcohol and tobacco, and so are 
both of his parents. In the Olympic games 
at Stockholm, Ilatfield was the second best 
Swimmer, the first being the Canadian mar- 
vel, llodgson, 

Another noted swimmer, Webster, the 
“back-stroke’’ champion, is also an ab- 
Stainer and a non-smoker. 

A remarkable feat of endurance was re- 
cently reported from the English training- 
field, Aldershot. Mr. Tom Burrows, a club- 
Swinging champion, swung a pair of Indian 
clubs continuously for 107 hours. To thou- 
sands of soldiers and civilians who witnessed 
this feat of endurance it stands out strongly 
aS an advertisement for clean living. This 
record for endurance was won by a life-long 
abstainer and non-smoker. 


A Question of Taxation.—‘‘If the citi- 
zens of the United States should be taxed to 
the amount annually wasted in drink— 
$4,000, 000,000—ihey would rise in revolt,”’ 
Says Dr. Irving Fisher, Professor of Eco- 
nomics in Yale University. And yet such a 
tax would not be as heavy a burden as the 
expenditure in alcoholic beverages. 

The tax would presumably be returned, in 
Part at least, to the public, in the form of 
Public schools, good roads, the administra- 











tion of justice and of other governmental 
functions, But the expenditure for alco- 
hol brings no return to the public, and 
no return—except a delusive gratification 
—to the individual. On the contrary, it 
increases public burdens by necessitating 
greater expenditures for jails, police, and 
courts, penitentiaries, insane asylums, hos- 
pitals, and poorhouses, and it increases pri- 
vate burdens by impairing earning power 
and u:idermining moral character. 


A Batch of Business Orders.—Secre- 
tary Daniels has no occasion to feel lone- 
some in the stand he has taken for abstinence 
as an essential to efficiency. Within the 
past three months orders similar to those 
which made the Navy dry have been issued 
by numerous ** captains of industry,”’ 
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ever is added. 
terrific heat. 
each grain like a bubble: 





Among the most prominent of these is 
The Homestead Steel Works, which has 
ordered that hereafter no employee will be | 
allowed to drink while on duty, and the em- | 
ployee drinking off duty will find it difficult 
to keep his position, All dinners and ban- 
quets hereafter are to be dry. 

‘The Carnegie Company has ordered that 
hereafter all promotions will be made only 
from the ranks of those who do not use in- 
toxicating drinks. 

‘The Pittsburgh Coal Company has ordered 
that no workmen about its mines shall be- 
long to clubs which dispense liquor, Dis- 
missal is the penalty for disobeying this order, 

‘The Philadelphia Quartz Company has or- 
dered a ten percent increase to workmen 
who do not use alcoholic drinks. ‘The gen- 
eral manager of this company says, * All 
manufacturers are endeavoring as far as 
possible to make the best grade of goods, 
and sober men are necessary where the 
standard is to be raised and maintained.”’ 

Director Harris of the Census Bureau has 
ordered abstinence for all employees in his | 
bureau. Not even sickness will be accepted 
as an excuse. ‘*If aman is sick enough to 
require a bracer,’’ says the director, ‘*he is 
sick enough to stay at home.”’ 

‘The West Pennsylvania Traction Com- 
pany has ordered all liquor advertisements 
in its cars to be canceled, because it is 
strictly enforcing the rule against drinking 
by employees, and deems it inconsistent with 
this rule to accept liquor advertisements, 


A Medical Society’s Declaration.—The 
Medical Society of North Carolina has passed 
a resolution declaring that it will use its best 
efforts to discourage the use of alcohol in any 
form as a beverage ; that any member of the 
profession who prescribes whiskey promiscu- 
ously or unnecessarily violates a principle of 
the profession and is deserving of censure; 
and that alcohol as a drug can be eliminated 
without in any way crippling the list of 
medicinal agents, 

Russia Beginning to Fight Drink.— 
Since the Czar has expressed his desire for 
policies that will decrease the prevailing aico- 
holism, the people begin to express their cor- 
responding desires. Communes are closing 








(Continued on next page) 


food granule for easy digestion. 
granules, but this method explodes every one of them. 





So Dainty 


That You Start to Eat Them 


One by One 


Puffed Rice and Puffed Wheat are so dainty—so crisp, airy 
and fragile—that you treat them at first like confections. 
ively one starts to eat them almost grain by grain. 


Yet these are but kernels of staple grains. 
The almond taste—like toasted nuts—comes from 
And steam explosions—millions of them—make 


These are simply whole grains made wholly digestible. 
yond all their fascinations lies the fact that they are scientific foods. 


The Only Perfect Cooking 


Prof. Anderson’s process is the only way known to fit every 
Other methods break part of the 


There lies the main reason for Puffed Grains. 


Other forms of these grains are delicious. 
form are all the atoms and elements fitted in this way for food. 
And that’s the prime requirement. 








Puffed Wheat, 10c 
Puffed Rice, 15c 


Except in Extreme West 





meal confection. 
cream, tastes like porous nut meats. 


dairy supper. 
find his favorite cereal food. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 





A Ceaseless Variety 
Thése Puffed Grains with all the ways of serving offer.you 
endless variety. 


Each may be served with cream and sugar, each mixed with 
berries, and each served like crackers in bowls of milk. 


Puffed Wheat makes ideal soup wafers. 
Puffed Rice is used in candy making. 


Either, doused with melted butter, is a delicious between- 
And any of these grains, scattered over ice 


Serve one in the morning, another at night—for the summer 
In one of these Puffed Grains each person will 


Sole Makers 














Nothing what- 
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REAL ESTATE PROFITS 


SUMMARY GF 18 YEARS BUS#NESS. 
Received for Stock -and Bends Sol 








Repaid on Stock and Bonds. 
‘Difference 


sce. nui 4,349,244 34 
2'692.648.12 











Net Resources for Stock and Bonds... 3 
Difference—PROPITS .........0.0:080.00....Spd 557 4,031.49 


Stockholders have received dividends averaging over 8% per 
annum, and the surplus now amounts to 74% on the capital obliga- 
tions. The security to bondholders is now over $s for each'$1 of bonds. 

Detailed statement of certifred public accountant sent on request fer Circular S.S. 


NEW YORK REALTY OWNERS 


299 MADISON AVENWE, New York 


$1, 626,593.22 
197,624.71 








' below them, and have from God within them 


a life and strength which enables them with 
a sense of free and achieving power to go on 
to be and to do the will of God. 


Christian liberty sets free for amusements 
and too free to want them, We can do any- 
thing we wish to do because we have no wish 
to do what is not right. 


b 

Freedom is not lawlessness. The man 
who knows no law or restraint, who treats 
the Sabbath Day as any ordinary day, who 
lays no deliberate control upon his habits or 
his pleasures, who follows his own caprice 
moment by moment, is not a free man. He 
has a master just as truly, as any other man, 
and he acts without knowing it in the deter- 
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mination of his own self-chosen character 
Nations without laws are not freer than other 
nations ha, agri Quite the contraty. Free. 
dom is loyalty to the highest law. 

< 


It is truth. which makes men free, 
falsehood and untruth abridge freedom, 

The fetters of God are the symbols of 
liberty. 

Love which is the greatest binder of life is 
its greatest enlarger. 

To be free from sin to love God is a far 


greater freedom than to be free from God to 
love sin. 


All 


The man who called himself the slave of 
Christ has become next to Clirist the master 
of the world. 





( 
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That Pittsburgh Prohibition Document } 





Live Temperance Facts 
( Continued from preceding page) 

saloons on holidays ; the Minister of the In- 
terior has prohibited liquor selling on mili- 
tary training-grounds during the mobilization 
of troops. The Minister of Finance will for- 
bid music and billiards in places where 
liquors are sold, One commune asked that 
bootleggers be transported to Siberia, The 
sale of liquors on railroad trains and in sta- 
tions is to be investigated, wliilé the Russian 
women are about to circulate a petition ask- 
ing Jor legislation that will put a stop to the 
alcoholizing-of tire people. “w 

In the German Army.—The command- 
ing general of the Fifteenth German Army 
Cotps has recently issued an order abolishing 
the customary ‘‘beer fest’’ after a satisfac- 
tory inspection, and substituting a trip to the 
mountains or to a battlefield, There the 
officers may give a popular lecture, while for 
the physical welfare, coffee, milk, or other 
non-alcoholic drinks can be provided. If 
any one thinks that he cannot exist’without 
alcohol he can pay for it out of his own 
pocket. The soldiers will be more grateful 
to their officers for such an excursion than 
for the beer celebration. .The memory of it 
will remain with them while the memory of 
the ‘*beer fest’’ passes away with the 
‘*katzenjammer’’ which it causes. 

It needs only some such impulse, he be- 
lieves, to uproot the antiquated and false be- 
lief that men cannot have a good time with- 
out alcoholic drinks. 


How to Get Results.—We must rouse 
the national conscience to a knowledge of 
the truth about evils. We must rouse the 
nation’s Sense of responsibility in dealing 
with them, Then we shall get results, for 
we shall have created an atmosphere in 
which it will be impossible for any one to 
remain a ruler unless he deals with these 
problems.—L/oyd George, British Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. 


de 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Each week you may test your knowledge 
of the Bible narratives by trying to answer 
these questions. The correct answers to 
this week's five questions will appear in 
next week’s issue. The members of your 
Sunday-school class may be keenly inter- 
ested in finding how many of these ques- 
tions they can work out for themselves 
before the answers are published the fol- 
lowing week. And this may furnish a good 
summer plan to keep your pupils in touch 
with their teacher. 

16. Who was made happy by the expiana- 
tion of a dream, but forgot his friend 
in his happiness ? 


Who could not excel because he was 


unstable as water ? 


17. 
18. What two young men obtained blessings 
which belonged to their elder brothers ? 
19. What four children became vegetarians 
on principle ? 
20. Who saw the angel of God walking in 
the midst of the fire ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


11. Aft -rthe birth ef Enosh men began to call 
upen the name of Jeliovah (Gen. 4 : 26). 
12. Jared lived 962 years and Methuselah 


969 years (Gen, 5 : 19). 


| God, 





13. Enoch and Elijah (Gen. -5 : 24; 2 Kings 
2:11). Note that‘tlieir way of cross- 
ing the River of Death is mentioned in 

“ Pigrim’s Progres:.’’ 

14. Ahab was killed by an archer who drew 
his bow-at a vénture (2 Chron, 18 : 33). 

15. Manasséh ‘and Ephrdim were the chil- 
of Asenath, the daughter of the Egyp- 
tian priést of On (Gen. 41 : 50). 





The Yeung People’s 
‘Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, August 19, 1914 
Who is Frée? (John’s : 13-36.) 





Daily ‘Readings for Preceding Week 


‘Mon.—The liberator (Isa. 42 : 1-7). 
‘Tues.—Christ's: freed men (Rom. 6: 14- 


23). 
WED.—The liberating. Spirit (Rom. 8: 
1-6). -~ 
THuRsS.—‘‘ Stand fast’’ (Gal. 5 : 1-7). 
FRI.—Sacrificing freedom (1 Cor. 9 : 1, 19- 


23). 
SatT.—Civil liberty (1 Cér. 7 : 20-24). 











What is menrtal freedom ? 
What is spiritual freedom ? 
What good does freeddm do us? 


HETHER ‘freedom is a good thing or 


ei. 


Open Letter di: of the 


For the convenience of the readers of The Sunday School Times, the remark- 
able Resolutions favoring National Prohibition which were 
by the Board of Trade of Pittsburgh, Pa., are given here, in connection with an 





d last J 
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ITEREAS, The County Commissioners 
of Allegheny County propose build- 
ing a special cottage for Inebriates at 

Claremont at a cost of $25,000 and expect to 
svend another $25,000 every year for main- 
tenance; and 

WHEREAS, As this cottage is now badly 
needed this organization desires to go on rec- 
ord as favoring the building of the present 
proposed cottage for Inebriates. However, 
in favoring this one cottage for Inebriates, 
this organization desires to call to the atten- 
tion of the County Commissioners, the mem- 
bers of this organization, and the people gen- 
erally, that we sincerely believe that we have 
come to the point when we should protest 
against the ever-increasing taxation placed 
upon us by reason of the steady increase in 
crime, in inebriety, in the number of insane 
and helpless in our almshouses, in houses of 
correction, and institutions for feeble-minded; 
that the number is annually increasing at 
such a rate as to challenge the attention of 
this commercial organization on economic 
grounds, not to mention the great loss to the 
great employers of Jabor through this ever- 
increasing course of inebriety and of taxa- 
tion to care for the victims of the liquor 
traffic. 

It is well for this organization to face the 
facts as it relates to this traffic, as it has bear- 





not depends on what it is that we 
are free from. A boy went away 
from home to college. Ifis father was a 
minister and*hiis mother one of the saints of 


and purity and duty. When the temptations 
of his new life first approached him they 
found him inaccessible. His home ideals 
held him so fast and securely that evil could 
do nothing with him. Gradually however 
he freed himself from his old principles. 
Evil associations, foolishly chosen friends, 
the gradually increasing attractiveness of 
wrongful things detached him from his for- 
mer ways, and presently gave him liberty 
from them, He was free. So he said and 
so his friends eagerly assured him. And 
they were right. But his new freedom was 
a devil’s gift—an accursed thing, It had 
slain all that was best in his life and had 
given him liberty only to forego his manhood, 
% 

And this is not liberty at all, but only an 
exchange of masters, as Paul said.. As a 
matter of fact there is no liberty, no absolute 
freedom. Our only choice is not whether 
we shall be free or not, but what we shall be 
free from. . Shall we be free from good or 
free from evil? Shall we be servants of truth 
or of falsehood? Shall we obey God or the 
Evil One? Freedom that is true freedom is 
freedom from what is low and wrong, It is 
subjection to what is high and right. 

5 

And freedom is not only freedom from. 
It is freedom to. The liberty wherewith 
Christ makes men free is freedom from all 
that is evil, with power to do what is good, 
to move on and on into ever enlarging life. 
A man may be liberated from prison without 
being free to accomplish anything out of 
prison. His strength is. gone. He is 
equipped for nothing. He is not imprisoned. 
Neither js he empowered, » But Christian 
men are masters over what is behind and 


He had been brought up to love truth | 


| ing on the future commercial supremacy of 
| our city, state, and nation. In this respect 


the following facts should have the attention 
| of every business man : 


states and subdivisions of states covering long 
periods of years, furnish abundant evidence 
of the social, economic, political, and moral 
effect of a prohibition policy. 

‘*In the proportion of population under 
prohibition, the forty-eight states and the 
District of Columbia naturally divide them- 
selves into four classes,—first, the prohibi- 
tion states; second, the near-prohibition 
states ; third, the partial license states ; and 
fourth the license states. 

** The first class, or the prohibition states, 
represents a population of 14,685,961, and 
consists of nine states, each of which has 
adopted prohibition for the entire state, 
The second class, or the near-prohibition 
states, represents a population of 26,573, 611, 
and consists of seventeen states, in each of 
which between ‘0 percent and go percent of 
the population lives in prohibition territory. 
The third class, or the partial license class, 
represents a population of 28,418,784, and 
consists of thirteen states, in each of which 
between 25 percent and 50 percent of the 
population lives in prohibition territory, The 
fourth class, or the license states, represents 
a population of 22,293,910, and consists of 
nine states and the District of Columbia, in 
each of which less than 25 percent of the 
population lives in prohibition territory. 

** Now what is the effect of prohibition on 
crime, pauperism, and insanity, and what 
relation has it to taxation and commerce ? 

‘¢ The Supreme Court of the United States 
is authority for the declaration that ‘the 
statistics of every state show a greater amount 
of crime and misery attributable to the use 
of ardent spirits obtained at these retail 
liquvr saloons than at any other source.’ 

** No state of the Union has given prohibi- 
tion so fair a trial as has the state of Kansas. 
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ig on page 454, 

To-day that state has property with an as. 
sessed valuation. surpassed only by- that of 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts, 
and presents the unparalleled record of 87 
counties out of a total of 105 without any in- 
sane, §1 without any feeble-minded, 96 with. 
out any inebriates, 38 without any poer- 
houses, 53 without any prisoners in jail, 65 
without any convicts in the state’s prison, 
and dozens in which no jury has been called 
to try a criminal case in ten years. 

‘** The federal census reports for 1910 show 
that the number of paupers in almshouses 
per 100,000 population, in the prohibition 
states (eight of which were under prohibition 
in 1910) is 46; in the seventeen near-prohi- 


| bition, §4; in the thirteen partial license 


states, 123, and in the nine license states, 
129.”’ 

In the almshouses in Allegheny County 
we have 3,137 inmates, and according to the 
1910 census figures given above 3824 percent 
are there through drink. 

**The relation of the liquor traffic to the 
alarming growth of insanity among our peo- 
ple is engaging the interest and attention of 
the world’s best scientists, The United 


| States census reports for 1910 show the num- 


** The results of the many experiments by | 








ber of insane in hospitals per 100,000 popu- 
lation in the nine prohibition states to be 
119; in the seventeen near - prohibition 
States, 150; in the thirteen partial license 








Good Change 
Coffee to Postum 


The large army of persons who have 
found relief from many chronic ailments 
by changing from coffee to Postum asa 
daily beverage, is growing each day. 

It is only a simple question of trying 
it for oneself in order to know the joy of 
returning health as realized by an Ills. 
young lady. She writes : ; 

‘IT had been a coffee drinker nearly 
all my life and it affected my stomach— 
caused insomnia and I was seldom with- 
out a headache. I had heard about 
Postum and how beneficial it was, so 
concluded to quit coffee and try it. 

‘I was delighted with the change. 
Ican now sleep well and seldom ever 
have headache. Mystomach has gotten 
strong and I can eat without suffering 
afterwards. I think my whole system 
greatly benefited by Postum. 

‘*My brother also suffered from stom- 
ach trouble while he drank coffee, but 
now, since using Postum, he feels so 
much better he would not go back to 
coffee for anything.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms 

Regular Postum—-must be well boiled 
I5c and 25¢ packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in 4 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage im- 
Stantly. 30c and 5o0c tins. 

The cost per cup of both kinds 
about the same, 

‘There's a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers 
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y 
KEEP 
) Absorbine, Jr. 
Handy 


It means prompt re- 
lief from aches and 
pains—it keeps little 
cuts and bruises 
from becoming more 
serious—protects 
sensitive throats 
from infection. 


% 


a, 
Absorbine: 


This doubles its efficiency and its uses. Absorbine, Jr.. 
is especially good for children’s hurts because it is so 
harmless and safe to use—made of pure herbs, contains 
no mineral: and is non-destructive of tissue. 

Fer Toothache. A few drops of Absorbine Jr. 
rubbed on the gums, or applied on cotton to cavity will 
promptly step the aching. But don t let the relief from 

in keep you ffom your dentist. 

‘or Cuts, Brufiacs. Absorbine, Jr., takes out sore- 
ness, kills the germs, makes the part aseptically clean 
and promotes rapid healing, 

For Sprains and Swellings. It allays pain prompt- 
ly; uces inflammation and swelling 
$1.00 and $2.00 per bottle at dealers or delivered. 


Send 1¢@ cents for liberal trial bottle or pro- 
cure regular size from your druggist to-day. 
Wel. YOUNG, P.D.F, 
291 Temple Street, - Springfield, Mass. 


Is more than a liniment — it is a 
els P "7 and a. 4 nd A 
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states, 242; and in the nine license states, 
276."’ 

Here again this county suffers a great 
financial loss from the care of those who be- 
come insane. through strong drink. 


_... WHEREAS; The proof of the economic sav- 


ing.is in the, actual experience, the attention 
af, this. organization is called to the experi- 


.ence of a single city in this state where the 


blight of the open saloon. became'so marked 
as to cause the License Court of Cisester 
County to, revoke .27 saloom.licenses of the 
In a: report made by-the 
Grand Jury of that County to.the Court, dated 
October 9, 1913, only,seven, months, after-the 
revocation: of these 27 licenses, gives tlie fol- 
Jawing significant facts and figures :. ** That 
the greatest decrease in crime occurred prin- 


,Cipally in ‘the sections of the county where 


liquor licenses had been curtailed ard wiped 
out.’? The Grand Jury followed this with the 
unique statement in the history of Grand Jury 
reports in speaking of the criminal indict- 
ments submitted to the Court: 

‘* The debasing influence of the saloon has 
been so apparent in a majority of the cases 
that we feel compelled to niake the observa- 
tion that the general public must pay the 
price of permitting the existence of the highly 
objectionable sources of crime.’’ 


Three Coatesville banks furnish other tes- | 


timony. 
tory : 

‘* Deposits in the National Bank of Coates- 
ville on February 4, 1913, were $1,703,233 ; 
deposits in the same bank October 21, 1913, 
were $3,036,773.48, a gain under no-license 


Their statements are self-explana- 


of $1, 333.537-58, or 80 percent in eight and | 


a half months. 

** Deposits in the National Bank of Chester 

Valley on February 4, 1913, were $961,- 

071.23; deposits in the same bank October 
21, 1013, were $1,217,673.52, a gain under 
no-license of $256,602.29, or almost 30 per- 
cent in eight and a half months. 

‘** Deposits in the Coatesville Trust Com- 
pany on February 4, 1913, were $674,727.61 ; 
deposits in the same bank November I, 1913, 
Were $1,117,374-08, a gain under no-license 
of $442,646.41, or over 65 per cent in eight 
and a half months.’’ 

**Gains in the deposits of the three banks 


under no-license were $2,032, 786.28. Added | 


to this is a gain of $237,000 in the savings 
departments of the three banks, making a 
total gain under no-license of $2,269, 786.28, 
Or $200 per capita.”’ 

But even more significant to business men 


and taxpayers was the action of the County | 


Commissioners of Chester County : 

_“*On Monday, December 15, the commis- 
Sioners reduced the county tax rate from two 
and a half mills to two mills. Unlike the 
grand jury, the commissioners made no com- 
ment, and taxpayers of the county needed 
none’’; and 

WueErREas, These are days of efficiency. 

**Stop the leaks.’’ is the watchword of com- 

mercial and industrial supremacy. When a 


i 
| taxation, when added to that they can bring 


| resting upon such organization as this is to 


commercial organization can effect a saving 
of such enormous sums through reduction of 


about a moral condition in the county, state, 
and nation, it becomes, not alone a cammer- 
cial question, but a commercial obligation 


take a stand for efficiency in the elimination 
of the cause of this ever increasing taxation 
upon business; therefore 

KESOLVED, ‘That this organization, realizing 
as never before the increasing burden of tax- 
ation, caused by the liquor traffic in this 
county, as so conclusively shown by the fig- 
ures given by the census of the United States ; 
realizing the great gain morally to the citizen- 
ship of our country by a material reduction 
of our saloons ; realizing that it is poor econ- 
omy to allow the granting of liquor licenses 





which annually grind out a grist of human- 
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ity for which we must increasingly pay an 
unnecessary tax ; realizing the economic loss 
to the county through the inefficiency of the 
individual, and recognizing the fact that more 
than 47,000,000 of the population of onr 
country already live in territory from which 
liquor has been banished by the sovereign 
will of the people, 

Be it resolved, That this organization place 
itself on record as favorable to the passage of 
the bill now before Congress submitting the 
question of National Prohibition to the sev- 
eral state legislatures, that the question may 
be settled in harmony with the will of the 
people ;' and it is further 

RESOLVED, That these facts and others be 
presented to the License Court of Allegheny 
County at its next session with a request that 
it is the sense of this organization that license 
be granted to as few saloons as possible. 











Your Temperance Questions Answered | 
By Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens 


Superintendent Temperance Department of the 
International Sunday School Association 





| I want books giving the twentieth century 
facts on alcohol; one from the scientific stand- 
point; the other from sociological, industrial, 
| public welfare, and political standpoints. 


HE Handbook of Modern Facts about 
Alcohol,’’ just issued, is a splendid 
little volume full of up-to-date sci- 

| entific temperance truth. Every alternate 

| page is a full-page chart. These charts are 

} big enough for use in a small class ; or class- 

| members may enlarge them to wall-size, en- 

|abling the teacher to give temperance in- 
| struction through the eye. This book is 
published by the Scientific Temperance Fed- 
eration, 23 Trull St., Boston (50 cents). 
The ** Anti-Saloon League Year-Book ”’ is 
| a condensed encyclopedia on the temperance 
| question from many standpoints. It may be 
| obtained from the ‘headquarters of the Na- 
tional Anti-Saloon League, Westerville, Ohio 
(25.cents). 


| 
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How shall I interest the whole elementary 
| division in temperance, when no two grades 
have a temperance lesson on the same Sunday? 


RING temperance into the general exer- 
cises of the division by occasionally 
teaching a temperance song, develop- 

ing the meaning of the words as a temper- 

ance song. Drill on selected temperance 
texts, as you drill on missionary texts. 

2. Let one corner of your room be a tem- 
perance corner. Here have your temperance 
wall-pledge; samples of good temperance 


hand-work, such as temperance songs or 
poems, illustrated ; temperance pictures 
gathered and brought by the children; 


strings of signed pledge-cards ; temperance 
clippings pinned on a cloth, and changed 
often. 

3. Have atemperance five-minutes at least 
once a month. Use this time for a temper- 
ance story, or recitation, or the memorizing 
of the pledge, or any short temperance exer- 
cise, 





In connection with our teacher-training work, 
we desire to maintain a temperance study 
class which will equip Sunday-school teachers 
fur temperance teaching. Can you recommend 
any course of study, with suggestions for con- 
| ducting such a temperance study class ? 


WO courses of study in scientific tem- 


perance have appeared recently, one | 
from the Pennsylvania Sabbath School | 


Association, the other from the Ohio Sunday- 
| School Association. They are: 

‘¢ Alcohol and Alcoholism,’’ a ten-cent 

| illustrated booklet, containing ten lessons 
for teachers, by S. E. Gill, Westinghouse 

| Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

‘*Course of Study in Scientific ‘Temper- 
ance.’’? This provides a manual for teachers 
| containing twelve lessons ; also twelve small 
| leaflets each containing one lesson for stu- 
| dents ; and twelve posters to correspond with 
| the twelve lessons. Send ten cents for a 
sample package to Mrs. Lilian Burt, 615 
| Hayden Building, Columbus, Ohio. 
| The authors of both these courses are the 
| temperance superintendents in their respect- 

ive states. 
| From the members of the teacher-training 
class enrol members for the temperance study 
section. A period of forty-five minutes 
should be secured for the study of each les- 
son. Weekly lessons give better results than 
monthly ; interest is better maintained with 











the shorter interval between lessons. The 
leader of the temperance study class should 
be a Sunday-school expert who is a temper- 
ance specialist. He should be provided with 
a first-class temperance newspaper, also some 
temperance classic such as Horsley’s ‘* Alco- 
hol and the Human Body’’ (Macmillan, 40 
cents), or Gordon’s ** Anti-Alcohol, Move- 
ment in Europe’”’ (Revell, $1.50). - These 
will supply material for expanding and illus- 
trating in a practical way the condensed in- 
formation in either course of study, 

A denominational temperance study class 
should supply itself with the temperance 
material issued by its own denomination. 
The Methodist Temperance ‘Society, Shaw- 
nee Building, Topeka, Kan., and:the Pres- 
byterian Temperance Committee, Conestoga 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., have fine temper- 
ance material, 

! —ee , 

Please suggest some plan that will givé added 
force and permanence to pledge-signing. 
Many cards ‘have been. signed “in: out school, 
but they are filed away, then forgotten, and 
afterward too many times broken. - We want 











It’s a Scream 


Hires Un-natural History is one page 
of convulsing laughter after another, 
all in a little book for little folks; given 
free by grocers who sell 


Hires 
HOUSEHOLD EXTRACT 


for making rootbeer at home. One 
package makes five gallons of delicious, 
sparkling rootbeer. Get a copy of 
‘this book and see how many funny 
animals the children can make. 


CHARLES E. HIRES CO. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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100 BIBLE STUDENTS 
OR TEACHERS WANTED! 


Throughout United States, to introduce the Bible 
Atlas. Also the Atlas of the World. ‘Iwo best 
indorsed books in print. We will show you how you 
can put out canvassers and make from §60 to $100 a 
week. ‘lakes very small capital to start., Full infor- 
mation on request. Send to-day. 


L. L. POATES PUBLISHING 


or for pledgé-cards of the post-card'size pretty 
little frames ‘to fit are ‘sold at the’ ténzcent 
stores, 

A list of the: Sunday-sthool pledge-signers 
‘should always be kept in‘a book by the’ tem- 
perance superintendent, and the number re- 
ported from time to time, especially on tem- 





22 No. William, St, 
*#; New York City,.N.Y 








the pledge-signing stamped upon the heart and 
conscience. and memory as a solemn vow. 


EVERAL plans have stood the test of | 


actual use in solving this problem : 

1. A Sunday-school Pledge-Roll hang- 
ing on the Sunday-school wall, on which is 
inscribed the name of every signer, with date 
of signing. This plan, is good because it 
keeps constantly before the eye a reminder 
of the vow taken, and of the company of 
temperance soldiers. 

2. Strings of signed pledge-cards, fastened 
together with ribbon, hanging on the Sunday- 
school wall. Such cards are attractive at 
first, but they are apt to curl and to become 
dusty. If they are kept from sight usually, 
and then brought out .on each temperance 
Sunday as a special decoration for the occa- 
sion, the strings of signed pledge-cards will 
help. 

3. Pledge-Cards framed after signing. 
Try this plan. The . superintendent who 
originated it reports: 

‘*A framed pledge presented to every boy 
and girl who signs gives seriousness, dignity, 
and permanence to pledge-signing. . During 
recent years our school has presented hun- 
dreds of framed pledges, which now hang in 





the homes of almost all our boys. 

‘* We use our own denominational pledge- 
| card, printed in colors, the name of our Sun- 
day-school appearing in gilt letters, The 
boys’ pledge specifies ‘all alcoholic drinks,’ 

also ‘tobacco in every form.’ My judgment 
jis that when tobacco is used, the step to 
‘drink is very short. Girls’ pledges are 
slightly different. Provide the most beautiful 
card possible. 

‘The frame is a neat moulding, not too 
small. Ours measures seven by nine inches. 
Glass keeps the card clean. A friend sup- 


moulding he has on hand. In lots of one 
hundred, they cost from eight to fifteen cents 
each. 

‘* Both boys ‘and girls appreciate the framed 
pledge, and gladly give it a plate in their 
homes. It constantly summons the signer 
to loyal service as an enlisted soldier in the 
Sunday-school temperance army.”’ 

The item of expense might hinder some 
Sunday-schools from adopting this plan. ‘The 
teachers might passe pa rtout tie signed cards; 





plies ours at cost, according to the stock of 


perance Sundays. 


% 
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| Your Temperance Ammunition 


| [,XTRAORDINARY movements call for 
extraordinary methods, and the tem- 
perance forces of the nation are stirred 
over the strengthening hope for national pro- 
hibition, The Anti-Saloon League of Amer- 
ica, through its Lincoln-Lee Legion De- 
partment, plans to make World’s Temperance 
Sunday, November 8, 1614, a big factor in 
the campaign for National Prohibition.. To 
this end it is offering free to all Sunday- 
schools in the United States supplies for an 
appropriate temperance service on that day, 
including programs, song-book, pledge- 
cards, charts, leaflets, etc. Any superin- 
tendent or pastor who would like to use 
these free supplies on World’s Temperance 
Sunday should send at once a postal-card re- 
quest for full information, to The Anti- 
Saloon League of America, Lincoln-Lee 
Legion Departument. Westerville, Ohio. 

In addition to the helpful tracts, pledge- 
cards, and other literature issued by the 
Anti-Cigarette League of America, this or- 
ganization publishes a ‘‘ magazine for ‘boy 
building,’? The Boy Magazine, issued quar- 
terly at fifty cents per year. Teachers of 
boys’ classes and others interested in boy- 
welfare should know of this publication, and 
a sample copy will be mailed for ten cents 
upon application to the Anti- Cigarette 
League of America, Woman’s Temple, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

A former traveling secretary of the Anti- 
Cigarette League, Mr. James J. Jeffreys, has 
been having remarkable success in the past 
few years in addressing boys and girls in 
several hundred public schools and churches 
on the dangers of smoking. He has pub- 
lished his address in leaflet form as a sug- 
gestion to those who want to know how to 
grip the young people and present the facts 
in a live, interesting way. Sample copies of 
this address, ‘‘ Practical Temperance Teach- 
ing,’’? may be ordered from the author, Ta- 
koma Park Station, Washington, D. C., at 
five cents each. Special rates are given to 
churches and schools for quantities of the 
leaflet. 




























THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for AUG. 9) JULY 25, 1914 | 








The 
John Wanamaker 


Store 
OF PHILADELPHIA 


Glves this notice of 


The August Sale 
of Furniture 

















Throughout the month of August practically the whole furniture stock of the Wanamaker Store 
will be reduced in price. | 

Besides its own stock, the store will offer also several large.collections of new furniture specially 
purchased for the occasion, 

Some of the finest bedroom, dining-room, library and hall sets in America will be included in 
this sale. 


The Whole Nation Can Take Part 


The Wanamaker free delivery system makes it advisable for people living even at great distances 
to visit Philadelphia in August to buy furniture in this large sale. This free delivery system is arranged 
upon the same basis of zones as the United States Parcel Post system, and provides for the 








Free Delivery by Freight as Follows in the United States 





First Zone (5° miles or less)—Freight prepaid upon every too pounds for which the customer has paid $5 or more 
Second Zone (150 miles or less)—Freight prepaid upon every 100 pounds for which tlie. customer has paid $7.50 or more 


Third Zone (300 miles or less)—Freight prepaid upon every 100 pounds for which the customer has paid $10 or more 





Fourth Zone (600 miles or less)—Freight prepaid upon every 100 pounds for which the customer has paid $20 or more. 
Fifth Zone (1000 miles or less)—Freight prepaid upon every 100 pounds for which the customer has paid $30 or more. 
Sixth Zone (1400 miles or less)—Freight prepaid upon every roo pounds for which the customer has paid $50 or more 


Seventh Zone (1800 miles or less)—Freight prepaid upon every 100 pounds for which the customer has paid $75 or more. 





Eighth Zone (over 1800 miles)—Freight prepaid upon every roo pounds for which the customer has paid $100 or more. 


NOTE, HOWEVER, that we cannot prepay freisht-charves upon goods 
B § & 8 
sold with wholesale or other discounts, or upon goods of extraordinary bulk. 


JOHN WANAMAKER PHILADELPHIA 






